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1 {pot width] = 2 (less than branch spread from side)

1 {pot depth) = 2 {trunk diameier)

There are exceptions to these guidelines.

Cascade-siyle bonsai are potted in even-
sided or round containers. Therefore, the length
or diameter of the cascade container is equal to
the measurements of anchor root plus base of
trunk plus the distance from the trunk to drop of
cascading branch. The cascade bonsai is usual-
ly potted In the center of the container, a little
towards the back. This, too, must be considered
when determining the cascade pot's length or
diameter (ill. 13).

Cascade-style bonsai use deeper con-
tainers, but pot depth must not be equal to the
drop of the cascading portion of the bonsai, nor
equal to the height of the tree from cascade end
to apex or from base of trunk to apex.
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Qld, rugged, largs-sized cascade bonsai
lock best in shorter, substantial containers (ill.
13) and the more graceful, younger cascades
look best in tall containers (ill. 14).

The cascading branch must not rest on the
lip of the container nor touch the container
sides.

Bunjin are also potted in equal-sided or
round containers, but are most effective in
shallow, small containers {ill. 15). Because Bun-
jin are generally sparsely foliaged, the small,
shallow container will not endanger its healih.

Mame may be potted in deeper containers,
providing space far root growth and moisture
retention.

Although slanting-style or windswept bon-
sai follow proportion rules cited earlier, this
style may also use a larger, narrower container,
accentuating the tree’s movement (ill. 16), or a
smaller container to contrast that mavement
(ill. 17).

Twin-trunk or multiple trunk bonsai may be
potted in the size recommended for single-
trunk, using the tallest, oldest tree in the group



for proportions (ill. 18). Any style singie or
multiple-trunk bonsai may be potted in a larger,
shallow container to simulate a pastoral setting
(ill. 19), including Bunjin and cascade. But a
cascade bonsai potted in a long, shallow con-
tainer must be planted in or on a rock (ill. 20).

SHAPES

There is as much variation in bonsai con-
tainer shape as there is in tree shape. Clay con-
tainers can be rectangular, square, round, oval,
hexagonal, octagonal or ten sided. There are
also “Tub” and flower-shaped bonsai con-
tainers.

All shapes are available with or without
lips, on the inside {ill. 21) or on the outside (ill.
22). When using a container with an inner lip,
keep in mind that the bonsai may be difficult to
remove from the container when repotting, and
that the inner lip uses up some of the soil sur-
face area, retaining moisture for longer periods.

Most containers have straight sides and/or
corners (ill. 21), but some curve and some flare
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out at the lip (ill. 22). Some corners are cut off,
which visually shortens the length of the con-
tainer; (ill. 23) is the same length as (ill. 24).

The front of a rectangular or oval container
is the longest side. The front of an equal-sided
or round container can be located with a foot at
the center or with feet on both sides of the con-
tainer. This means that an equal-sided con-
tainer may have a corner placed as front (ill. 25).

Which of the two long sldes of a rectangle
or oval, and which of a square, hex, round, etc.,
do we use as front? If the container sits low on
one side, the low side should be front. However,
few containers are warped. Therefore, use the
front which is most appealing to you.

Of course, when a container displays a
design on one side, whether painted or carved,
the front is already determined.

Feet can be simple or decorated; they can

be straight, rounded or they can flare out (ill.

22-26). Some containers are not footed, but
rather the container body is cut at the base as in
(ill. 21).






