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Annual Bonsai Tour, January 31

Saturday, January 31, we will have our third
annual HBS nursery tour. This year we will tour
local nurseries including Cabrera Farm Nursery
(Phillip Drilling), The Ancient Bonsai Co. (Ron
Smith), Maas Nursery, Houston Bonsai Supply
(Albert Chen), and the China Bear.

We will meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Home Depot
parking lot, 15505 Southwest Freeway, Sugar Land.

Tour stops will be adjusted to accommodate
ample viewing time.

TTSBE Dig, January 31
It's not too late to catch The Texas State Bonsai
Exhibit dig on Saturday, January 31, at Red Bird
Ranch in west San Antonio. For information, cohtac
Donna.

Monthly Meeting, February 4
The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society
(HBS) will be Wednesday, February 4, at 7:30 p.m.,
Houston Garden Center, Hermann Park, 1500

Hermann Drive. Refreshments will be served at 7:00.

New Course Starting February 7

The Houston Bonsai society is proud to
announce the offering of the courgsroduction to
Bonsai The text and course material were prepared
by the American Bonsai Society, and the course is
being put on and offered by the HBS locally. The
educational material, methods and techniques will b
covered over four Saturdays February 7, 21, 28 and

March 7 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bayland Center in
Bayland Park. Bayland Park is located at 6400
Bissonnet south of 59 and west of Hillcroft.

Con’'d page 11.

Saturday Study Group, February 21

The next meeting of the HBS study group will be
Saturday, February 21, at Bayland Center in Bayland
Park. We’'ll crank up at 9 a.m. and work, play and
visit until around noon. The center is locate@400
Bissonnet (Bissonnet at Hillcroft—south of 59 and
west of Hillcroft).

This is an opportunity to bring your trees to work
on or get some assistance. You can also comauif yo
just want to assist others. Who knows? We might
just look in on the intro class next door. All are
welcome, the novice and advance bonsaist. The only
requirement is have a good time. So if you arémot
the introductory bonsai class or involved in an
external function, bring your trees, tools, wirejust
yourself, and we will see you there.

Enjoy — Learn — Share.

Raffle Donations, Renewal Forms

Only three meetings remain before our 2009
Spirit of Bonsai Convention. The money made from
the raffle supports our club for future projeciche
raffle is our largest fund raiser.

Thank you to all the members who brought items
to the January meeting. Among the items received
were books, stained glass, juniper tree, BBQ tools
and lots of other great items. Please contindautd
through your closets, garage and work spaces for
more raffle donations.

Con’'d page 11.
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Monthly Bonsai Care

by John Miller
John Miller, who writes a monthly column for therBai
Society of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Sogieas agreed to
share his column with us. We need to make adjnssnier our
warmer, damper climate, with its early springs,dsummers, late
falls and erratic winters.

February is when repotting will generally get
underway. It helps if you do some preliminary work
Get a sufficient amount of materials for whatewer i
your favorite mix or mixes. Then sift them intaes
you need. | like three sizes, small for shohin,
medium for mid-size trees and large (1/4") for the
bigger bonsai. Then you can premix three different
sizes of soil. At repotting | will often adjustethmix
for the particular tree | am working with by addiag
extra bit of one ingredient or other in order tguatl
water retention to suit that tree.

Some people think that spring is an event
occurring on some particular day and that all bbnsa
will need to be repotted, pruned, fed, etc. attome
creating a mass of work. In truth, spring is aglon
drawn out affair, and each species has its own time
table in dealing with it. To be really successful
bonsai, then, you must know what each species will
need and how it responds to your own backyard
climate. If you have kept your trees from freezing
they will want to start growing much earlier than
those kept outside all winter. Typically, in my
collection which stays outside, the elms will bstfi
foliage showing about the end of February or the fi
of March depending on the winter, along with the
earliest maples. Then later in March, the reshef
maples and most of the others. The deciduous oaks
will come out around April 1. The live oaks ané th
cork oaks usually drop their leaves and get theiv n
foliage at the end of March into April. A lack oéld
will bring them up earlier and a lot will delay the
bud break.

All bonsai functions should be done when your
tree tells you that the timing is right.

Repotting ‘can’ be done at any time during the
dormancy but new roots are susceptible to freezing
you need to protect them after repotting. The best
time to repot the deciduous temperate zone trees is
when the buds are swelling but before green is
showing. Generally this will be before the lasthod
freezing weather. Trees that leaf out early, maple
and elms, can withstand a few degrees of frosifbut
repotted you must protect the newly growing roots.
Sometimes setting them on the ground will be
sufficient. Some species such as the oaks and

willows are naturally programmed to wait much later
so that there is very little chance to get nipped.

The newer wisdom on azaleas is that you also
repot them at this time. The roots will be
reestablished by blooming time. This is much easie
on the tree than waiting until after bloom when the
temperature will be hot. An aside note: later on,
before blooming starts, you will be removing adét
excess buds anyway which will reduce the stress on
the tree at that time.

When new growth appears, keep it pinched so
you keep the internodes short and develop a compact
set of twigs on the branches. On alternate-leaved
species (e.g., elms) pinch when the shoot gets#4 or
leaves. Fingernails or shears can be used. titige
gets too long it will be tough and you have to use
shears. On opposite-leaved trees (e.g., maplesh pi
the central shoot as soon as it can be distingdishe
from the two leaves. To do this right you needde
pointed tweezers.

Spring flowering plants will have their buds set
on last year’s growth so pruning them will remove
some flowers. Those that bloom later in the yeiir w
generally bloom on this year’s growth. Pruningnhe
will reduce the amount of flowers. In some cases,
such as crape myrtle, tip pruning of the branch wil
result in no flowers at all. In these cases yostmu
decide which is most important, ramification or
flowers. A compromise would be to prune the
branch shorter than you normally would and then let
it bloom on new growth which will be at the proper
length, at least for the first flowering of the sea.

When the growth starts the tree will need
fertilizer. However, use one that has a small amou
of nitrogen (the first number). The tree is naltyra
programmed to grow rapidly at this time so you don’

Con’d next page.
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Monthly Bonsai, con’d
need to encourage it further. Feed lightly to rtaim
healthy green foliage. Add trace minerals to help
with both the foliage color and the color of blooms

Time is fast running out to use an horticultural
oil, which will kill scale and overwintering mitesnd
other boogers. When new growth starts, oil might
damage tender foliage. When new growth starts,
problems to look for are the above mentioned mites
but especially aphids and mealy bugs. You can
control these and give plants the required feetlizy
using an organic spray (1 tablespoon each of liquid
kelp, liquid fish emulsion, apple cider vinegardan
molasses in one gallon of water). All these are
available in any organic nursery. If leaf spotldaw
or other fungal problems appear, use a 1% hydrogen
peroxide solution (dilute the normally available 3%
using 1 part peroxide and 2 parts water), a baking
soda spray, or a commercial fungicide.

| have not used the commercial organic spray
sold as "Garret Juice" but | have had reportsithat
does not work well as an insecticide.

HBS Bonsai Internet Group

Have you ever wondered who you could email
asking those questions that no book seems to afiswer
Ever wondered whom to ask about fertilizer in
Southeast Texas? Or want to know what time the
nursery opens? The answers might be found with the
Houston Bonsai Society's email group on Yahoo, a
group who email back and forth discussing items of
need or interest to other group members.

If you would like to join this discussion group,
you can find a link on the HBS website at the hotto
of the "Contact Us" page. You can also request
membership atttp://groups.yahoo.com/group/hbs/

To be sure only appropriate requests are allowed,
you will have to be confirmed after requesting
membership in the list. This list is monitoredigai
and confirmation should occur in less than 24 hours
When you have a question, just send an email to the
list email address (provided to you when you are
confirmed) and all members will get your message.

To respond to an email you receive from the
list, click on your email's "Reply to All" button.

All members of the list will get your response.ish
is the preferred way to actively discuss topicdiwit
the entire group. To send a private response only,
just click "Reply". Remember...use the "Reply to
All" button most of the time.

Come on in, join the group. Who knows what
you might learn, and teach to others?

--Gary

Calendar of Events
The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month|
7:30 p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in HermaarkpP
1500 Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden.

Jan. 31 Annual bonsai tour.
Jan. 31 TTSBE dig, Red Bird Ranch, San Antonio.
Feb. Monthly meeting of the HBS.

Feb. Courselintroduction to BonsaiBayland Park,
9am.tolp.m.

Feb. SSOT, Austin, “Shohin Bonsai Redesign.” Is
there a shohin bonsai in your back yard that is
styling challenged? Or, a couple “off” a bit? tNg
for sure what changes to make? This workshop
just what those trees need. Terry or Sheila Warf
or texshohin@sbcglobal.net

Free lecture-demo by Hiroyoshi Yamaji, ofmen
the public at MBP Studio, Austin. Contact Mike
Hansenywww.mbpbonsai.com

.21 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park.

.21 Courselntroduction to Bonsai Bayland Park,
9am.tolp.m.

.21 Kingwood Garden Center, “Day of Learning,”

HBS bonsai demonstrations.

. 21-22 Trident maple dig, MBP Studio, Austifrice
depends upon the size of the maple. Contact
Hansenwww.mbpbonsai.com

Feb. 28 Courselntroduction to BonsaiBayland Park,
9am.tolp.m.

Mar. 7  Course:Introduction to BonsaiBayland Park,
9a.m.tolp.m.

Mar. 14 — 15-Guy-Guidry-on-azaleaSANCELLED.

Mar. 15 Deadline early registration, LSBF convention.

Apr. 17-19 State LSBF bonsai conventiorklouston
Marriott Westside. Boon Manikitivipart and Roy
Nagatoshi, both from California, and Milagros
Rauber Herrera from Venezuela.

June 3  Monthly meeting of the HBS. Mike Hansen on

black pines.

July 7-13 & World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, PR,
Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino

www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.ci
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Christmas Party, 2009 (top row), and Club Dig, January 17, 2009
Photographs by Hurley Johnson

Yi and his trophy Elm

Alex and his 5-trunk elm

Seda with his great buttressed parsley
hawthorn Alex helping Ken collect a multi-
trunk yaupon Ken with his multi-trunk yaupon
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2009 Membership Fees Are Due

The Houston Bonsai Society’s membership fees
are due in January. An individual membership is
$25.00; a family membership, $30.00. Memberships
run from January to December of the year.

Did you know?

Your membership fee is one of the major
methods by which the HBS finances and funds its
operation and activities such as guest speakers,
demonstrations, workshops, tree raffles,
refreshments, etc

Your membership fee aids in funding the
production ofThe Bonsai News of Houstaan
monthly HBS publication with valuable information
and educational information about the art of bonsai
and up-coming events.

Being a member makes you eligible to
participate in workshops offered by the HBS.

Included in your fee is a membership in the Lone
Star Bonsai Federation (LSBF), our state

organization, so your HBS membership helps support

their financial activities such as funding the aanu
tour speakers and aiding with the annual state
conferences.

Your membership fee aids in funding the
production ofThe Texas Bonsaa newsletter
published three times a year by the LSBF.

The small membership fee goes a long way and
without it our/your bonsai organizations, both loca
and state, could not operate. Your membership and
participation is critical. If you have not paidwyo
2009 membership fees, please do so as soon as
possible. You can see how important it is. Those
that have already paid, thank you for your payment,
support and punctuality.

Enjoy — Learn — Share.--Education Committee

Raffle Donations, Renewal Formsgon'd

The Houston Bonsai Society collects annual
membership fees in January. Please complete the
form (even if you are renewing your membership)
and remit to the P.O. Box address or bring to the
meeting.

Guidry Workshop and Demo Cancelled
In the January board meeting it was determined
that the Guy Guidry’s demonstration and workshops
on azaleas would be cancelled. The board did not
want this event to impact the attendance at tte sta

convention. This is unfortunate, as we have long
awaited the experience that this workshop would
have provided. We regret any inconvenience this
may have caused.

Enjoy — Learn — Share--Education Committee

Introductory Bonsai Course, con'd

The information presented will be extensive,
covering a broad range of topics. If you are just
getting started, the course covers what you need to
know to succeed. If you have been in bonsai for a
while, the course can expand your existing
knowledge and increase your skill level.

The cost for the course is $25 a person. That's
right. The total cost is only $25! The cost irdzs
the course manual, instructions, and visual
presentations. Payment should be made at time of
registration, as this will be open to all. For
registration and information, contact the HBS.

This is a great opportunity for anyone who is
interested in bonsai, whether just getting stasted
long time bonsaist. Make plans to attend and sfgn
early to make sure you get a seat.

Enjoy — Learn — Share.--Education Committee

Mark Your Calendars!

It's Convention Time!

The Lone Star Bonsai Federation state
convention will be held in Houston at thi®uston
Marriott WestchaseApril 17-19. Each year, dozens
of exciting raffles, demonstrations, workshops, and
vendors come together at one place, and thereés tim
to share stories, expertise, and renew friendships.
This year will be no exception. Featured artists
include Milagros Rauber Herrera from Venezuela
and Boon Manikitivipart and Roy Nagatoshi, both
from California.

For information and registration forms, see the
HBS web sitewww.HoustonBonsai.comand click
on “State Convention.”

March 15 is the deadline for early
registration.

Happy Birthday!
February marks the HBS's thirty-eighth birthday.
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Houston Bonsai Society, Inc.
P. O. Box 540727, Houston, Texas 77254-0¥&¥w.HoustonBonsai.co

The Bonsai News of Houstana monthly publication of the Houston Bonsai
Society, Inc. Copyright © 2009. The contents df fiublication may not be
reproduced in whole or in part without the congefrthe editor or a member of the
board of directors. Exceptions exist, howeverdibrer not-for-profit and non-profi
bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and boassery newsletters. HBS
participates fully with reciprocation of contentedamaterials between other LSBF
member organizations and others. Authors who sudticles for this newsletter
thereby give permission to such organization teingépunless they expressly reserlie
all rights.

For special requests or questions relatdthtoBonsai News of Houstarontact
the editor (address and phone number above) diabston Bonsai Society, Inc.,
P. O. Box 540727, Houston, Texas 77254-072Ryw.HoustonBonsai.com

The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00.ftre Wednesday 2 weeks
before the monthly meetinglhe Bonsai News of Houst@available by e-mail.
To receive a copy by e-mail instead of regular naihtact the editor at address
above.

Space for advertising ifihe Bonsai News of Houstoan be requested by
contacting the editor at the address above emat.HoustonBonsai.com
Advertising rates for a business-card-sized adr(ap8 1/2" x 2") are $6 per
month, $30 for 6 months and $50 per year (12 igsukdull-page ad is $25 per
month. Rates are subject to change without notéé'" x 2" classified ads are run
free of charge for one month once per 12-monthogefor noncommercial
members.

Note Change of Address
Our web master, has a new email address. Plealse anote of it:
houstonbonsai@gmail.com
Thank you.
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