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Monthly Meeting—AUCTION!

The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society
(HBS) will be Wednesday, September 3, at 7:30 ptm.
the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, located
1500 Hermann Drive. Refreshments will be served at
7:00.

At the September meeting we will hold our annual
auction for the benefit of the HBS. This is ori@or
major fundraisers, and so your support is important
Proceeds from the auction will help support programd
other activities, such as guest speakers. If ymged last
year, you missed some great opportunities. Without
doubt, there will be more opportunities this year.

Bring donations of bonsai-related and non-bonsai-
related items, including:

Styled trees, Pre-bonsai material, Books,

Stands and pots, Tools and aprons,

Logo, pins and convention memorabilia,

Stones, suiseki

Gift certificates for goods and/or services,

Drawings or autographs from bonsai masters.

AND BRING YOUR MONEY! Cash or check book.
No credit cards. Bid high and often!

At the November meeting, we will also accept
nominations for HBS president, second vice presiden
treasurer, two members at large and the delegdte an
alternate to the Lone Star Bonsai Federation.

--Hurley Johnson

No Saturday Study Group in September
Our study group meet will NOT meet in September
because of a conflict with Michael Hagedorn’s
workshops.
Remember, you can be a silent observer at both the
morning and afternoon workshops at no cost. Algou

participation is limited to those pay for the wdrkgs,
silent observers learn a lot, too.

Michael Hagedorn To Visit Sept. 19-20

Michael Hagedorn will be in Houston Friday and
Saturday, September 19 and 20. He will give auteet
demonstration on Friday night at 7:30, admissio0@5
Saturday he will give two workshops, the first fr@ntil
12 and the second from 1 til 4, at a cost of $30 pe
session. Both events will be held at the Houstardén
Center in Hermann Park.

Michael Hagedorn was a potter before apprentiting
Japan under bonsai master Shinji Suzuki. His work
appeared in the prestigious Kokufu shows in Tokyo i
2004, 2005 and 2006. Mr. Suzuki honored him whih t
opportunity to wire two trees that went on to win a
Kokufu prize and a Prime Minster award. Michaeés
near Portland, Oregon.

Michael has written a book calldthe Schooling of
an Irreverent Bonsai Monk For more details, see,
http://www.crataegus.com/Crataegus%20Bonsai.html

--Buddy Allen

Free Workshop with Kathy Shaner, Oct. 6

The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit (TTSBE) is
sponsoring a free workshop with Kathy Shaner on
October 6. Each person who has signed up toRuesir
Care Parent for one of the exhibit’s trees-in-tragris
eligible for the free workshop specifically for kis her
tree. Limit, eight participants.

Trees are still available for adoption, and opkxces
remain in Kathy's workshop. Contact Elaine White12)
266-2655 oewbonsai@austin.rr.com
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Monthly Bonsai Care

by John Miller
John Miller, who writes a monthly column for therBai Society
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, hasead to share his
column with us. We need to make adjustments fovarmer, damper
climate, with its early springs, long summers, fatiés and erratic
winters.

| think plants are more attuned to the varyingjtén
of days than temperature to set their life cycles--
dormancy, flowering, etc. For example, the cediarsets
buds in early August so they are ready to pop thich
first fall rain so that its seeds have the beshchdo
survive long enough to get a root down. As | wittis,
we are having several days of 80 degree weatherth
summer of 100s. It is probably not late enoughtlier
bonsai to go into their pre-dormancy slow down qebri If
they are still growing, continue twig pruning artier
summer care.

There could still be some days with pretty hot
temperatures. So as the sun changes its angle, sna&
that the pots do not get too hot in the afternaon sAlso
watering now becomes harder. As trees slow their
growth, they do not take as much water. Neithdrthéy
transpire as much on the cooler days. So chedk@ae
separately, and water as often and as much as the
individual tree requires.

Help your trees go into dormancy. Withhold niteag
fertilizers from those outdoor trees now. They ldou
need less water as they quit active growth, buvamm
days trees with green foliage will still transpéned need
that water. Most tropicals have a dormant seakmnbaut
it is caused by dry conditions rather than coltheSe
types need to be hardened also by cutting thdiZertto
halt active growth and give them lighter wateririhis
will enable them to withstand the transfer to the
greenhouse better.

Check the trees you still have wire on. When the
cooler days get here some trees will expand thaindhes
and get wire cuts rather quickly. You need to &tbem
periodically over the winter also. Winter growtfilw
usually be pretty slow but can occur, especiallyten
evergreens. Cut the wire off. You can easily kithe
branches trying to unwrap the wire and it's justworth
trying to save the wire. Be sure you do not owtla
small piece of wire. It would cut into the brangry
soon. If you need to reapply some wire, take care.

Two other things you can do now. You should
prepare your winter quarters and you should study y
evergreen trees to determine if you need to do any
restyling later on this fall.

Check on the place you expect to winter your bionsa

(1) Make sure that it is clean. Debris harboseats
and other plant pathogens. A strong lime-sulfuaggan
be used to disinfect the area as well as your grgwarea
after the trees are removed.

(2) Also be sure that you will be able to chedk th
water needs of the trees.

(3) It should be somewhat protected from winds but
should have some air movement to help prevent molds
from developing.

(4) Having it in a location where you can seettees
will allow you to enjoy the winter silhouettee., the
branch structure and twiginess, that is a gredtgiar
deciduous bonsai.

There is not too much to be done on deciduous tree
at this time. Bugs and other problems are usuntya
matter of concern since the foliage will be drogpsoon.
Evergreens and tropicals will still need to be \hatt for
their insect problems, especially the spider mitécty
will be active into fall. Use the organic sprayrfaila to
control them. If we should have a stretch of damp
weather, you should be watching for fungal probleleesf
spot, mildew, etc. Treat fungus with potassium
bicarbonate, (baking soda-sodium bicarbonate-walk
about as well). | would be okay with using a 1%
hydrogen peroxide solution at this time of the yiear
fungal control.

The organic spray formula is one tablespoon eéch o
liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple cider vareg
and molasses in one gallon of water. This suppp®eah
be used as a foliar feed, but | only consider it an
insecticide.

Pruning and trimming ‘can’ be done any time that
there is not a lot of sap flowing, but it is usyaddvisable
to do it during dormancy. Sap flow is indicatedtbg
foliar activity of the plant like in the springf your tree
went into summer dormancy, which occurs during hot
weather, then the cooler weather might resultlarger
sap flow in late summer or early fall. If your ptagets a
flush of new growth it would be advisable to postpo
large pruning cuts for a while. Basically let yioee tell
you when it is ok to operate.

Check nurseries for possible bonsai material. Whe
the planting season is over, they usually put dharg on
sale to clear it out so they can fill up with Chmiss trees.

o
PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI
Ei‘h STUDIO & NURSERY

Terry & Sheila Ward Austin, Texas
512-280-5575 phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment
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HBS Meeting, August 6, Pot-Making Workshop
Thanks to Ray Gonzales, Meredith Johnson, Rose@idirgnd Andrew for preparing and conducting thisrisshop.
Photographs by Hurley Johnson
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Fall Show, October 11-12

The HBS fall show will be held Saturday and Sunday

October 11 and 12 in the Houston Garden Center in
Hermann Park. Show times will be 9:00 a.m. to 500.
on Saturday, and 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.

We need more members to place trees in thibiexh
The sign-up sheets will be circulated at our Sepm
club meeting. We also still need volunteers toknatrthe
exhibit. Working at the exhibit is always a lotfah. It's
an opportunity to enjoy the camaraderie of bonsai
enthusiasts.

Set-up time will be Friday, October 10, at®Gm.
We would like to ask all members to please leaeé th
trees on exhibit until at least 4:00 p.m. on Sundagke-
down will begin at 4:30 Sunday. --Anthony Cutola

Preparing Bonsai for Public Display
At the regular meeting of the HBS on April 2, 20B8ddy
Allen, Hurley Johnson, and Donald Green gave aqméstion
on displaying bonsai. Following is a summary.

1. Trim the tree. Give the tree its last serious
trimming about three to six weeks before show, ddpg
upon how fast the species grows. It's best iftthe
shows new growth at the time of exhibit. On neédle
evergreens such as pines, pull all needles growing
downward. Just before the show, do any necessach
ups; for example clip any down growing sprouts ewn
shoots that have grown too long.

2. Clean the tree.Cut damaged and oversized
leaves. Remove dead twigs and leaves. Do not show
tree with insects. If it has aphids, spider mitasaly
bugs or such, eliminate them before attemptindghtms
the tree. This is not only for the health of theetbut out
of consideration for other trees in the show. Resrany
other insects and spiders.

3. Clean soil surface.The tree should be potted
high in the pot, such that only about one-eightthiof the
inside rim of the pot is visible. Remove dead twvig
leaves and other debris. Cut small roots growtregjght
up. If you wish, remove a thin layer of soil amglace it
with finely sieved Akadam, Hadite, pine bark, oclsu

4. Be careful with moss.Moss can draw too much
attention and detract from the trees. Use it jiodisly,
and consider removing it after the show becausesoas

interfere with proper watering.
Cont'd next page.

Calendar of Events
The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month|p
7:30 p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in HermaarkpP
1500 Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden.

Sept. 3 Monthly meeting of the HB&UCTION.

Sept. 19 Michael Hagedorn, Lecture-Demao,
7:30 p.m., Hermann Park

Sept. 20 Michael Hagedorn Workshops, 9 a.m. and
1 p.m., Hermann Park

Sept. 20 Saturday Study Group, CANCELLED.

Sept. 24-28 BCI-IBS Congress. Saint Vincentyltal
http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/home-en.asp

Sept. 27 SSOT, Austin. Business meeting. Wonsho
slabs from slate. Contact Terry and Sheila War
512-280-5575 otexshohin@sbcglobal.net

Oct. 1 Monthly meeting of the HBS, Yvonne Padilla,
forest plantings.

Oct. 4-5 Kathy Shaner Workshop — Carving. Contact
Terry or Sheila Ward, Austin, 512-280-5575 or
phbonsai@sbcglobal.net

TTSBE-sponsored workshop with Kathy Shane
in Austin. Contact Elaine White, 512-266-2655 jr
ewbonsai@austin.rr.cam

Oct. 11-12 Fall bonsai show and sale, Houston Garde
Center, Hermann Park.

Oct. 18 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park.

Nov. 5 Monthly meeting of the HBS; nominations of
officers and directors; Jason Schley on junipers;
black pine needle plucking.

Monthly meeting of the HBS, elections ofa#fs
and directors; pot luck supper; holiday party, gift
exchange.

Dec. 20 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park.

2009

Apr. 17-19 State LSBF bonsai convention, Houston
Marriott Westside. Boon Manikitivipart and Roy
Nagatoshi, both from California, and Milagros
Rauber Herrera from Venezuela.

July 7-13 & World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, PR,
Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com
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Bonsai Display con'd

5. You can show a tree with wire.The wire must be neat and
inconspicuous. It should not distract from theegpance of the tree.

6. Clean the pot. Remove any unsightly calcification with a supeefi
sanding sponge, Sandflex, or chemicals such asng¢um®e, or vinegar. Be
EXTREMELY careful using chemicals near the treé@®soil, and DO
NOT use products such as Lime-a-Way on a pot witeain it.

7. Oiling the pot? Disagreement exists on the question of oiling a
bonsai pot before an exhibit. Without questiothia coat of light oil on a
will improve the pot's appearance and cause masgotbrations and
imperfections to disappear, temporarily. Some stshof thought, however,
hold that a venerable, old tree should be shovananerable old pot. John
Naka held this view. Kathy Shaner has gone sagdo recommend storing
pots in your compost pile or under your benchesrevign-off water and
collected dead leaves can improve the pot’s patiae also recommends a
bath in rice water to take the edge off glazed.p&sgardless, if you
choose to oil the pot, do it at least two days teefbe show so the oil has
time to soak in and is not conspicuous and distrgctOiling it early is
especially important if you use oil with a potefifiaistracting smell, such
as baby oil.

8. Place the tree on an appropriate standThe pot should be two-
thirds the size of the stand; that is, one-sixtthefstand should be exposed
on each side of the pot. If you plan to buy adtaake your tree with you.
HBS has a large selection of stands and can usp@liyde something
appropriate.

9. Figurines? The use of figurines
also raises debate. The Japanese do not
use figurines on the theory that they
detract from the tree, which is itself a
complete work of art. On the other hand,
if figurines have charm and attract
particularly younger visitors, where’s the
harm? Maybe attracting a larger
audience is a greater good.



