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Monthly Meeting—AUCTION!  

 The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society 
(HBS) will be Wednesday, September 3, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, located at 
1500 Hermann Drive.  Refreshments will be served at 
7:00. 
 At the September meeting we will hold our annual 
auction for the benefit of the HBS.   This is one of our 
major fundraisers, and so your support is important.  
Proceeds from the auction will help support programs and 
other activities, such as guest speakers.  If you missed last 
year, you missed some great opportunities.  Without 
doubt, there will be more opportunities this year.   
 Bring donations of bonsai-related and non-bonsai-
related items, including: 
 Styled trees,  Pre-bonsai material, Books, 
 Stands and pots,   Tools and aprons, 
 Logo, pins and convention memorabilia, 
 Stones, suiseki 
 Gift certificates for goods and/or services, 
 Drawings or autographs from bonsai masters. 
 AND BRING YOUR MONEY!  Cash or check book.  
No credit cards.  Bid high and often! 
 At the November meeting, we will also accept 
nominations for HBS president, second vice president, 
treasurer, two members at large and the delegate and 
alternate to the Lone Star Bonsai Federation.   

--Hurley Johnson  
 
 

No Saturday Study Group in September 
 Our study group meet will NOT meet in September 
because of a conflict with Michael Hagedorn’s 
workshops. 
 Remember, you can be a silent observer at both the 
morning and afternoon workshops at no cost.  Although 

participation is limited to those pay for the workshops, 
silent observers learn a lot, too. 
 
 

Michael Hagedorn To Visit Sept. 19-20 
 Michael Hagedorn will be in Houston Friday and 
Saturday, September 19 and 20.  He will give a lecture-
demonstration on Friday night at 7:30, admission $5.00.  
Saturday he will give two workshops, the first from 9 til 
12 and the second from 1 til 4, at a cost of $30 per 
session.  Both events will be held at the Houston Garden 
Center in Hermann Park.   
 Michael Hagedorn was a potter before apprenticing in 
Japan under bonsai master Shinji Suzuki.  His work 
appeared in the prestigious Kokufu shows in Tokyo in 
2004, 2005 and 2006.  Mr. Suzuki honored him with the 
opportunity to wire two trees that went on to win a 
Kokufu prize and a Prime Minster award.  Michael lives 
near Portland, Oregon. 
 Michael has written a book called The Schooling of 
an Irreverent Bonsai Monk.   For more details, see, 
http://www.crataegus.com/Crataegus%20Bonsai.html . 

--Buddy Allen 
 
 

Free Workshop with Kathy Shaner, Oct. 6 
 The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit (TTSBE) is 
sponsoring a free workshop with Kathy Shaner on 
October 6.   Each person who has signed up to be a Foster 
Care Parent for one of the exhibit’s trees-in-training is 
eligible for the free workshop specifically for his or her 
tree.  Limit, eight participants.  
 Trees are still available for adoption, and open places 
remain in Kathy’s workshop.  Contact Elaine White: (512) 
266-2655 or ewbonsai@austin.rr.com . 
 

 



 48  The Bonsai News of Houston         September 2008  

 

Monthly Bonsai Care 
by John Miller 

 John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai Society 
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to share his 
column with us.  We need to make adjustments for our warmer, damper 
climate, with its early springs, long summers, late falls and erratic 
winters. 
  
 I think plants are more attuned to the varying length 
of days than temperature to set their life cycles--
dormancy, flowering, etc.  For example, the cedar elm sets 
buds in early August so they are ready to pop with the 
first fall rain so that its seeds have the best chance to 
survive long enough to get a root down.  As I write this, 
we are having several days of 80 degree weather after the 
summer of 100s.  It is probably not late enough for the 
bonsai to go into their pre-dormancy slow down period.  If 
they are still growing, continue twig pruning and other 
summer care. 
 There could still be some days with pretty hot 
temperatures.  So as the sun changes its angle, make sure 
that the pots do not get too hot in the afternoon sun.  Also 
watering now becomes harder.  As trees slow their 
growth, they do not take as much water.  Neither will they 
transpire as much on the cooler days.  So check each one 
separately, and water as often and as much as the 
individual tree requires. 
 Help your trees go into dormancy.  Withhold nitrogen 
fertilizers from those outdoor trees now.  They would 
need less water as they quit active growth, but on warm 
days trees with green foliage will still transpire and need 
that water.  Most tropicals have a dormant season also but 
it is caused by dry conditions rather than cold.  These 
types need to be hardened also by cutting the fertilizer to 
halt active growth and give them lighter watering.  This 
will enable them to withstand the transfer to the 
greenhouse better. 
 Check the trees you still have wire on.  When the 
cooler days get here some trees will expand their branches 
and get wire cuts rather quickly.  You need to check them 
periodically over the winter also.  Winter growth will 
usually be pretty slow but can occur, especially on the 
evergreens.  Cut the wire off.  You can easily break the 
branches trying to unwrap the wire and it’s just not worth 
trying to save the wire.  Be sure you do not overlook a 
small piece of wire.  It would cut into the branch very 
soon. If you need to reapply some wire, take care.  
 Two other things you can do now.  You should 
prepare your winter quarters and you should study your 
evergreen trees to determine if you need to do any 
restyling later on this fall. 
 Check on the place you expect to winter your bonsai: 
 (1) Make sure that it is clean.  Debris harbors insects 
and other plant pathogens.  A strong lime-sulfur spray can 
be used to disinfect the area as well as your growing area 
after the trees are removed. 

 (2) Also be sure that you will be able to check the 
water needs of the trees.  
 (3) It should be somewhat protected from winds but 
should have some air movement to help prevent molds 
from developing.  
 (4) Having it in a location where you can see the trees 
will allow you to enjoy the winter silhouette, i.e., the 
branch structure and twiginess, that is a great part of 
deciduous bonsai. 
 There is not too much to be done on deciduous trees 
at this time.  Bugs and other problems are usually not a 
matter of concern since the foliage will be dropping soon.  
Evergreens and tropicals will still need to be watched for 
their insect problems, especially the spider mite which 
will be active into fall.  Use the organic spray formula to 
control them.  If we should have a stretch of damp 
weather, you should be watching for fungal problems, leaf 
spot, mildew, etc.  Treat fungus with potassium 
bicarbonate, (baking soda-sodium bicarbonate- will work 
about as well).  I would be okay with using a 1% 
hydrogen peroxide solution at this time of the year for 
fungal control. 
 The organic spray formula is one tablespoon each of 
liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple cider vinegar, 
and molasses in one gallon of water.  This supposedly can 
be used as a foliar feed, but I only consider it an 
insecticide. 
 Pruning and trimming ‘can’ be done any time that 
there is not a lot of sap flowing, but it is usually advisable 
to do it during dormancy.  Sap flow is indicated by the 
foliar activity of the plant like in the spring.  If your tree 
went into summer dormancy, which occurs during hot 
weather, then the cooler weather might result in a larger 
sap flow in late summer or early fall.  If your plant gets a 
flush of new growth it would be advisable to postpone 
large pruning cuts for a while.  Basically let you tree tell 
you when it is ok to operate. 
 Check nurseries for possible bonsai material.  When 
the planting season is over, they usually put everything on 
sale to clear it out so they can fill up with Christmas trees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI  
          STUDIO & NURSERY�

Terry & Sheila Ward          Austin, Texas 
512-280-5575 - phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment 
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HBS Meeting, August 6, Pot-Making Workshop 

Thanks to Ray Gonzales, Meredith Johnson, Rosemary Gill and Andrew for preparing and conducting this workshop. 
Photographs by Hurley Johnson 
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Fall Show, October 11-12 
 The HBS fall show will be held Saturday and Sunday, 
October 11 and 12 in the Houston Garden Center in 
Hermann Park.  Show times will be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, and 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  
     We need more members to place trees in the exhibit.  
The sign-up sheets will be circulated at our September 
club meeting.  We also still need volunteers to work at the 
exhibit.  Working at the exhibit is always a lot of fun.  It’s 
an opportunity to enjoy the camaraderie of bonsai 
enthusiasts.  
     Set-up time will be Friday, October 10, at 6:00 p.m.  
We would like to ask all members to please leave their 
trees on exhibit until at least 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Take-
down will begin at 4:30 Sunday.         --Anthony Cutola 
 

Preparing Bonsai for Public Display 
 At the regular meeting of the HBS on April 2, 2008, Buddy 
Allen, Hurley Johnson, and Donald Green gave a presentation 
on displaying bonsai.  Following is a summary. 
 
 1.  Trim the tree.  Give the tree its last serious 
trimming about three to six weeks before show, depending 
upon how fast the species grows.   It’s best if the tree 
shows new growth at the time of exhibit.  On needled 
evergreens such as pines, pull all needles growing 
downward.   Just before the show, do any necessary touch 
ups; for example clip any down growing sprouts or new 
shoots that have grown too long.  
 2.  Clean the tree.  Cut damaged and oversized 
leaves.  Remove dead twigs and leaves.  Do not show a 
tree with insects.  If it has aphids, spider mites, mealy 
bugs or such, eliminate them before attempting to show 
the tree.  This is not only for the health of the tree but out 
of consideration for other trees in the show.  Remove any 
other insects and spiders.   
 3.  Clean soil surface.  The tree should be potted 
high in the pot, such that only about one-eighth inch of the 
inside rim of the pot is visible.  Remove dead twigs, 
leaves and other debris.  Cut small roots growing straight 
up.   If you wish, remove a thin layer of soil and replace it 
with finely sieved Akadam, Hadite, pine bark, or such.  
 4.  Be careful with moss.  Moss can draw too much 
attention and detract from the trees.  Use it judiciously, 
and consider removing it after the show because moss can 
interfere with proper watering. 

Cont’d next page. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month at 
7:30 p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 
1500 Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden. 

Sept. 3 Monthly meeting of the HBS,  AUCTION.  
 
Sept. 19 Michael Hagedorn, Lecture-Demo, 

7:30 p.m., Hermann Park 
 
Sept. 20 Michael Hagedorn Workshops, 9 a.m. and 

1 p.m., Hermann Park  
 
Sept. 20 Saturday Study Group,  CANCELLED. 
 
Sept. 24-28  BCI-IBS Congress.  Saint Vincent, Italy.   
 http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/home-en.asp  
 
Sept.  27 SSOT, Austin.  Business meeting.  Workshop, 

slabs from slate.  Contact Terry and Sheila Ward, 
512-280-5575 or texshohin@sbcglobal.net . 

 
Oct. 1 Monthly meeting of the HBS, Yvonne Padilla, 

forest plantings. 
 
Oct. 4-5 Kathy Shaner Workshop – Carving.  Contact 

Terry or Sheila Ward, Austin, 512-280-5575 or 
phbonsai@sbcglobal.net  

 
Oct. 6 TTSBE-sponsored workshop with Kathy Shaner 

in Austin.  Contact Elaine White, 512-266-2655 or 
ewbonsai@austin.rr.com.   

 
Oct. 11-12 Fall bonsai show and sale, Houston Garden 

Center, Hermann Park. 
 
Oct. 18 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park. 
 
Nov. 5 Monthly meeting of the HBS; nominations of 

officers and directors; Jason Schley on junipers; 
black pine needle plucking.  

 
Dec. 3 Monthly meeting of the HBS, elections of officers 

and directors; pot luck supper; holiday party, gift 
exchange. 

 
Dec. 20 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park. 
2009 
Apr. 17-19   State LSBF bonsai convention, Houston 

Marriott Westside.  Boon Manikitivipart and Roy 
Nagatoshi, both from California, and Milagros 
Rauber Herrera from Venezuela. 

 
July 7-13   6th World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, PR,
 Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
 www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com  
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Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 540727,  Houston, Texas 77254-0727  www.HoustonBonsai.com 
 
 The Bonsai News of Houston is a monthly publication of the Houston Bonsai 
Society, Inc.  Copyright © 2008.  The contents of this publication may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part without the consent of the editor or a member of the 
board of directors.  Exceptions exist, however, for other not-for-profit and non-profit 
bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and bonsai nursery newsletters.  HBS 
participates fully with reciprocation of contents and materials between other LSBF 
member organizations and others.  Authors who submit articles for this newsletter 
thereby give permission to such organization to reprint, unless they expressly reserve 
all rights. 
     For special requests or questions related to The Bonsai News of Houston, contact 
the editor (address and phone number above) or the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc., 
P. O. Box 540727, Houston, Texas 77254-0727, www.HoustonBonsai.com.    
 The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00 p.m. the Wednesday 2 weeks 
before the monthly meeting.  The Bonsai News of Houston is available by e-mail.  
To receive a copy by e-mail instead of regular mail, contact the editor at address 
above.  
 Space for advertising in The Bonsai News of Houston can be requested by 
contacting the editor at the address above or at www.HoustonBonsai.com .  
Advertising rates for a business-card-sized ad (approx. 3 1/2" x 2") are $6 per 
month, $30 for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues).  A full-page ad is $25 per 
month.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  3½" x 2" classified ads are run 
free of charge for one month once per 12-month period, for noncommercial 
members. 
 

 

 
Bonsai Display   con’d 
 5.  You can show a tree with wire.  The wire must be neat and 
inconspicuous.  It should not distract from the appearance of the tree. 
 6.  Clean the pot.  Remove any unsightly calcification with a superfine 
sanding sponge, Sandflex, or chemicals such as lemon juice, or vinegar.  Be 
EXTREMELY careful using chemicals near the tree or its soil, and DO 
NOT use products such as Lime-a-Way on a pot with a tree in it. 
 7.  Oiling the pot?  Disagreement exists on the question of oiling a 
bonsai pot before an exhibit.  Without question, a thin coat of light oil on a 
will improve the pot’s appearance and cause many discolorations and 
imperfections to disappear, temporarily.  Some schools of thought, however, 
hold that a venerable, old tree should be shown in a venerable old pot.  John 
Naka held this view.  Kathy Shaner has gone so far as to recommend storing 
pots in your compost pile or under your benches where run-off water and 
collected dead leaves can improve the pot’s patina.   She also recommends a 
bath in rice water to take the edge off glazed pots.  Regardless, if you 
choose to oil the pot, do it at least two days before the show so the oil has 
time to soak in and is not conspicuous and distracting.  Oiling it early is 
especially important if you use oil with a potentially distracting smell, such 
as baby oil.  
 8.  Place the tree on an appropriate stand.  The pot should be two-
thirds the size of the stand; that is, one-sixth of the stand should be exposed 
on each side of the pot.  If you plan to buy a stand, take your tree with you.  
HBS has a large selection of stands and can usually provide something 
appropriate. 

 
 
 9.  Figurines?  The use of figurines 
also raises debate.  The Japanese do not 
use figurines on the theory that they 
detract from the tree, which is itself a 
complete work of art.  On the other hand, 
if figurines have charm and attract 
particularly younger visitors, where’s the 
harm?  Maybe attracting a larger 
audience is a greater good. 


