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Monthly Meeting, Bonsai Containers  

 The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society 
(HBS) will be Wednesday, August 6, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, located at 1500 
Hermann Drive.  Refreshments will be served at 7:00. 
 Our August program will be about bonsai containers:  
selection, styles, colors, etc.  In addition, we will have a 
hands-on workshop for 10 to 20 people to create their own 
bonsai pots.  The folks who want to make pots should 
bring an apron.  
 In September, we will have our annual auction, so 
start collecting goodies and saving money! 
 In October, Yvonne Padilla with the Corpus Christi 
Bonsai Club, will be here to give a lecture-demonstration 
on forest plantings.  Yvonne’s presentations are always 
big hits.  Her forest will be raffled. 
 Jason Schley of Holly Hill, Florida, a suburb of 
Daytona Beach, will be here in November to give a 
lecture-demonstration, “Junipers in the South.”   The 
demonstration tree will be raffled at the conclusion.  
Jason’s web site is www.schleysbonsai.com . 
 At the November meeting, we will also accept 
nominations for HBS president, second vice president, 
treasurer, two members at large and the delegate and 
alternate to the Lone Star Bonsai Federation.   

 
 

Saturday Study Group, August 16 
 Our study group meet will meet Saturday August 16, 
at 9 a.m. at Bayland Center in Bayland Park, 6400 
Bissonet (Bissonet at Hillcroft--south of 59 and east of 
Fondren).   Everyone is welcome--beginners and seasoned 
veterans alike.  We all have a good time.  
 
 
 

Michael Hagedorn To Visit Sept. 19-20 
 Michael Hagedorn, of Portland, Oregon, will be in 
Houston Friday and Saturday, September 19 and 20.  He 
will give a lecture-demonstration on Friday night and two 
workshops on Saturday.  Both events will be held at the 
Herman Park Garden Center.  Check out his web site, 
http://www.crataegus.com/Crataegus%20Bonsai.html . 
 
 

Kathy Shaner Workshop, Oct. 4-5 
 The coming fall offers two things to look forward to: 
cooler weather and Kathy Shaner’s 13th annual bonsai 
seminar in Austin, Saturday, October 4 and Sunday, 
October 5.  
 Kathy’s theme for 2008 is Carving.  It’s going to be a 
show and tell, how-to and hands-on from beginning to 
end.  You’ll learn why to carve, carving tools and 
techniques, using carving to correct branch and taper 
problems and much, much more!  Add Sheila’s Saturday 
night supper and you have a fantastic weekend of 
learning, sharing and gourmet food.  The details are in the 
seminar registration that will be available in late August. 
 We’re looking forward to sharing bonsai and 
friendship with you in 2008. 

--Terry & Sheila Ward, Persimmon Hill Bonsai 
 

Free Workshop with Kathy Shaner, Oct. 6 
 The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit (TTSBE) is 
sponsoring a free workshop with Kathy Shaner on 
October 6.   Each person who has signed up to be a Foster 
Care Parent for one of the exhibit’s trees-in-training is 
eligible for the free workshop  specifically for his or her 
tree.  You will be given advice and suggestions on your 
TTSBE tree from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  at Elaine 
White’s Lakeside Bonsai Garden. 
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Monthly Bonsai Care 
by John Miller 

 John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai Society 
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to share his 
column with us.  We need to make adjustments for our warmer, damper 
climate, with its early springs, long summers, late falls and erratic 
winters.  
 
 Every once in a while you hear something that makes 
you really wonder.  I won’t go into the whole story but 
will remind you that keeping your trees in a greenhouse 
during the summer in Texas is not tender loving care.  
Even though the greenhouse has a vent, there is not 
enough air circulation to keep the temperature any way 
near ambient.  Much better to just have them outside.  A 
shade house constructed so that you can roll the top up 
allows you to give enough shade now and let the tree get 
full sun in the spring.  A 30 percent shade cloth on the 
sides can be used as wind break and aid in controlling 
insects.  Keeping the top shade cloth down during the 
winter serves to prevent the sun from breaking the 
dormancy of deciduous trees and will give a small amount 
of cold protection.  Of course, you could cover with 
plastic to turn it into a greenhouse. 
 Quit pruning your azaleas because they have set buds 
for next year’s bloom.  Other spring flowering plants also 
set buds during the fall but most have so many blooms 
that you can still keep them in shape. 
 In the real world, plan your soil mix for your average 
conditions and then tilt the pots if you have a long wet 
spell and give an extra watering when hot and dry.  Use 
some loose covering on the pot to shade it from the sun.  
A windbreak could help with tender-leaved trees. 
 Remember to water twice.  Wait a few minutes after 
the first watering for the dry soil particles to absorb some 
of the water on their surface.  Then with the surface 
tension reduced, the second watering gets the particles 
wet. 
 The stress caused by the temperature will give any 
insects a chance to wreak havoc.  Watch for the spider 
mites especially this month.  The morning spray will help 
knock some off.  The organic foliar spray will keep them 
down also.  Light weight horticultural oils are available as 
well as neem oil sprays.  Don’t use oil sprays on 
buttonwoods.  Check any sprays for heat limitations.  
Chemical sprays are available but most chemical reactions 
are accelerated by heat and may damage plants.  Read the 
labels! 
 Any rainy spell can bring some fungal problems.  
Powdery mildew or black leaf spot are a couple of them.  
That is why I use the foliar spray in the morning, so that 
the leaves will dry quickly.  The organic web sites say you 
can mix baking soda with the foliar spray for fungal 
control.  However I have decided to do separate sprayings.  
The foliar spray has an acid (vinegar) which would react 
with the baking soda thereby reducing the effectiveness of 
both.  Anyhow all your trees would benefit from the foliar  

 
spray but not all would have a fungal problem.  Potassium 
bicarbonate (available in nurseries) would be a better 
choice than baking soda which is sodium bicarbonate. 
 Be careful about applying fertilizer in hot weather.  
Even organic fertilizers create some chemical reactions 
and the above remarks apply here, too.  The solid organic 
balls are best to use because they release nutrients very 
slowly and do so during each watering.  By the end of this 
month, you should reduce the nitrogen applied to the tree.  
A little may be put on into September, but the tree needs 
to be allowed to stop growth to get ready for dormancy.  
Evergreen trees benefit from a low nitrogen fertilizer 
through the winter.  
 Deciduous trees usually slow their growth during 
summer; so you can do some pruning on them.  However 
pruning can stimulate new growth that may not have time 
to harden before winter resulting in some dieback of the 
new growth.  On these trees its better to wait until later.  
After leaves have fallen, you can see where corrections 
need to be made more easily.  
 It’s never too early to think about having your tree 
ready for a show.  Identify (in you mind) any tree or trees 
you think you would like to exhibit and give them a little 
extra care: twig pruning, a guy wire to move a branch a 
little, that kind of thing, a very small change can make a 
world of difference.  At the Fort Worth Fourth Thursday 
Open Workshop night, a member brought a tree to discuss 
what improvements could be made so as to be able to 
show the tree at the convention the next year.  Bonsai is 
the ultimate plan-ahead hobby. 
 As for planning ahead, help your club by locating dig 
sites for next winter.  If you have doubts about a site, ask 
someone to scope it out with you or for you.  New sites 
are always needed. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI  
          STUDIO & NURSERY�

Terry & Sheila Ward          Austin, Texas 
512-280-5575 - phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment 



 44  The Bonsai News of Houston                 August  2008  

 

 
HBS Members at the Convention in San Antonio, June 19-22 

Photographs by Hurley Johnson 
For a virtual tour of the 2008 convention, see http://absbonsai.org/gallery/ABS2008/ 

 
 

 
David (l.) and John (r.) 

 

 
Donald (l.) and guest artist Martin Schmalenberg (r.) in a literati 

class 

 

 
(l. to r.) Diane, Martin Schmalenberg, Donald  

 

 
(l. to r.)Yvonne (Corpus Christi), Diane and Martin 

Schmalenberg 

 
Rossana  

 
John  
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Free TTSBE Workshop   (Cont’d.) 
 We will break for a catered lunch from 12 noon until 
1:00 p.m. on the deck overlooking Lake Travis.  Everyone 
will pay for his own lunch and can choose from several 
menus. 
 In the afternoon, we will have a bring-your-own-tree 
workshop starting at 1:00.  You may attend without 
signing up for the Foster Care Tree Program.  Cost of this 
workshop is $40.  It will last until about 4:00 p.m. 
 You may attend both or only one session, or, if you 
want to work on your tree in the afternoon, you can 
observe the first session at no cost.  Maximum number of 
participants is 8.  Contact Elaine White: (512) 266-2655 
or ewbonsai@austin.rr.com . 
 We will be working outside, so wear your grubbies 
and layers, as the weather is unpredictable. 
 Please consider becoming a part of the Foster Care 
program.  The yamadori collected by Bill Cody are really 
nice big trees.  So far, not all are spoken for. 

--Elaine White, Austin 
 

Club Auction:  September 
 Wednesday, September 3, at our regular monthly 
meeting, HBS will have its annual auction.  This is one of 
the major fund raisers for the HBS, and so your support is 
important.  Bring donations of bonsai-related items: 
  Trees--styled or not 
  Books, 
  Stands and pots, 
  Tools and aprons, 
  Logo pins and convention memorabilia, 
  Stones, suiseki, 
  Gift certificates for goods and/or services, 
  Drawings or autographs from bonsai masters, 
and 
bring your money--cash or check book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month at 
7:30 p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 
1500 Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden. 

Aug. 6 Monthly meeting of the HBS, bonsai pots 
 
Aug. 16 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park 
 
Sept. 3 Monthly meeting of the HBS,  AUCTION . 
 
Sept. 20 Saturday Study Group,  Bayland Park. 
 
Sept. 24-28  BCI-IBS Congress.  Saint Vincent, Italy.   
 http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/home-en.asp  
 
Sept.  27 SSOT, Austin.  Business meeting.  Workshop, 

slabs from slate. 
 
Oct. 1 Monthly meeting of the HBS, Yvonne Padilla, 

forest plantings. 
 
Oct. 11-12 Fall bonsai show and sale,  Houston Garden 

Center, Hermann Park. 
 
Oct. 18 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park. 
 
Nov. 5 Monthly meeting of the HBS; nominations of 

officers and directors; Jason Schley on junipers; 
black pine needle plucking.  

 
Dec. 3 Monthly meeting of the HBS, elections of officers 

and directors; pot luck supper; holiday party, gift 
exchange. 

 
Dec. 20 Saturday Study Group, Bayland Park. 
 
2009 
Apr. 17-19   State LSBF bonsai convention, Houston 

Marriott Westside.  Boon Manikitivipart and Roy 
Nagatoshi, both from California, and Milagros 
Rauber Herrera from Venezuela. 

 
July 7-13   6th World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, PR,
 Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
 www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com  

 
For Sale 

Issues 1 through 112 of Bonsai Today, the 
premier magazine of bonsai.  A  
COMPLETE,  ORIGINAL  SET  IN 
EXCELLENT  CONDITION.   $475.00 plus 
shipping and handling.  Contact:  Jim –   
713-777-4675. 
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Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 540727,  Houston, Texas 77254-0727  www.HoustonBonsai.com 
 

 
 The Bonsai News of Houston is a monthly publication of the Houston Bonsai 
Society, Inc.  Copyright © 2008.  The contents of this publication may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part without the consent of the editor or a member of the 
board of directors.  Exceptions exist, however, for other not-for-profit and non-profit 
bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and bonsai nursery newsletters.  HBS 
participates fully with reciprocation of contents and materials between other LSBF 
member organizations and others.  Authors who submit articles for this newsletter 
thereby give permission to such organization to reprint, unless they expressly reserve 
all rights. 
     For special requests or questions related to The Bonsai News of Houston, contact 
the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc., P. O. Box 540727, Houston, Texas 77254-0727, 
www.HoustonBonsai.com.    
 The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00 p.m. the Wednesday 2 weeks 
before the monthly meeting.  The Bonsai News of Houston is available by e-mail.  
To receive a copy by e-mail instead of regular mail, contact the editor at address 
above.  
 Space for advertising in The Bonsai News of Houston can be requested by 
contacting the editor at the address above or at www.HoustonBonsai.com .  
Advertising rates for a business-card-sized ad (approx. 3 1/2" x 2") are $6 per 
month, $30 for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues).  A full-page ad is $25 per 
month.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  3½" x 2" classified ads are run 
free of charge for one month once per 12-month period, for noncommercial 
members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


