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Monthly Meeting, June 4, Black Pines 
 The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society 
(HBS) will be held Wednesday, June 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, located at 1500 
Hermann Drive.  Refreshments will be served at 7:00. 
 In June we will once again look at the black pines we 
started in March.  Please bring any black pines you have.  
We will be doing the June bud trimming. 
 Program for July will be crepe myrtles by Alex 
Leong.         
 
 
 

No Saturday Study Group in June 
 The Saturday study group will not meet in June so 
everyone can go to the national convention in San 
Antonio.   See ya’ll there! 
 
 
 

Don’t Forget Registration Confirmation!  
 Remember the drawings for free registrations at the 
San Antonio seminars will be held at our June 4 meeting.  
Members must present a copy of their registration 
confirmation to be entered into the drawing. 
 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7:30 
p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 1500 
Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden. 

June 4 Monthly meeting  of the HBS, black pine  
follow up. 

 
June 4 Drawing for registration for June convention 
  
June 7 SSOT, Austin, Display selection & open 

workshop.  Persimmon Hill, Austin, contact Terry 
or Sheila Ward, texshohin@sbcglobal.net or 512-
280-5575 

 
No Saturday Study Group in June.  

 
June 19-22  Convention hosted by San Antonio, Austin & 

Am. Bonsai Soc., Tropicana Hotel, river walk, 
http://absbonsai.org/seminars/ABS2008/main2008.html  
 
Sept. 24-28  BCI-IBS Congress.  Saint Vincent, Italy.   
 http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/home-en.asp  
 
Sept.  27 SSOT, Austin.  Business meeting & workshop, 

slabs from slate. 
 
2009 
State LSBF bonsai convention in Houston, Marriott Hotel--
Westchase . 
 
July 7-13   6th World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, PR,
 Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
 www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com  
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Monthly Bonsai Care 

by John Miller 
 John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai Society 
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to share his 
column with us.  We need to make adjustments for our warmer, damper 
climate, with its early springs, long summers, late falls and erratic 
winters.  
 If you have not registered for the American Bonsai 
Society-Lone Star Bonsai Federation joint convention in 
San Antonio, there is still time to do so.  Just log on to 
their website, www.absbonsai.org , for information.  They 
have added a weekend only registration.  Also remember 
that as members of LSBF, you do not have to pay the $40 
to join ABS, just put LSBF member in that slot.  This 
should be a good learning experience since it is in a 
seminar format.  You pick a class in each morning and 
afternoon slot.  Holler at me when you get there. 
 Since this year has been fairly cool, you may still be 
able to leaf prune if you need to, but be careful, it could 
turn hot in a hurry.  Do it only if you think there will be 
enough time for the tree to mature foliage before hot 
weather.  Put the tree in a semi-shaded location out of the 
wind until new foliage appears.  Never leaf prune the 
atropurpeum varieties of Japanese maples.  They do not 
rebud well but will usually come out again next spring. 
 However, some tropicals can be leaf pruned all 
summer.  The Ficus nerifolia especially benefits by leaf 
pruning and can be done more than once each summer.  
That will develop the heavy twiginess you see in the Ficus 
bonsai from the Far East. 
 Now that night temperatures usually stay above 60 
degrees, you can repot the tropicals.  Just use good 
repotting techniques as for the spring repotting. 
 It is important to continue the twig pruning of your 
trees on a regular basis.  While doing this chore, look at 
the tree to see if there is a need to do some refinement 
pruning.  Refinement pruning is a deeper pruning to 
replace a branch that has grown too long or too big with a 
smaller one.  This is usually done with the secondary or 
tertiary branches not the primary branch coming from the 
trunk.  I prefer to do this refinement pruning on deciduous 
trees in the winter when I can see the branch structure.  
But on bonsai like the yaupon hollies I like to do it at this 
time when the tree is actively growing so that any winter 
dieback is apparent.  Trees that weep a lot from cuts such 
as maples or pines should not be done at this time. 
 The extended cool and damp weather is good for 
fungal diseases like black leaf spot.  Treat with potassium 
bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate (baking soda).  After 
the foliage is hardened a bit you can treat with 1% 
hydrogen peroxide (1 part 3% peroxide to 2 parts water) 
weekly.  Warm damp weather will bring its own fungal 
problems like mildew.  Same treatment.  
 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The spider 
mite will always be near.  Others to look for are scale of 
various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  I use the organic 

foliar feed (1 tablespoon each fish emulsion, liquid kelp, 
molasses and cider vinegar per gallon water) to control all 
these.  It also gets any caterpillars and even bagworms.  
You can use some of the other organic controls like 
horticultural oil or a chemical according to label 
directions.  Read the label directions carefully and DO 
NOT apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods. 
 It does not do much good to spray if you do not do it 
correctly.  Hose end sprayers have too coarse a spray and 
usually do not cover very well.  All pathogen controls 
must be sprayed with a sprayer that has a nozzle which 
produces a fine spray in order to cover the entire leaf 
surface, top and especially the bottom where most are 
hiding.  The secret is to get all them bugs (or they come 
right back) and to spray on a regular basis.  Any bugs or 
fungus spores hiding in cracks will repeat the infestation 
in short order. 
 Even if the days are relatively cool, the sun can still 
get the pots pretty hot.  Not only does this dry out the soil 
very fast but the tree roots cannot live in a hot soil.  A 
temperature I have heard given is that 120 degrees will 
kill roots on most plants.  I cannot give you a precise to-
do list since your backyard is different from mine, but you 
should be sure that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  
If you use a cover of any kind be sure that the side of the 
pot is protected also.  A loose weave cover is preferable to 
solid paper or foil.  Leave an air space between the cover 
and pot and soil. 
 Most plants in pots will not enjoy a full day of 90 
plus sun.  Partial shade should be provided.  A shade cloth 
awning will protect in the middle of the day.  A shade 
cloth on the west side will protect from the late afternoon 
sun.  This is the worst sun as the temperature is already 
high and the drier air makes the rays more intense.  The 
trees can take more sun if the pots are covered loosely.  
There should be some air space around the sides of the 
pot.  Aluminum foil should not be used--it reflects sun 
rays to the underside of the leaf giving it a double dose of 
sun. 
 Get to know you trees like your children --which 
ones use more water, which ones stay moist between 
watering.  If some are difficult to keep happy, try moving 
those to a cooler location (but be sure they get their 
sunlight).  Another trick is to group problem trees together 
so that you can hit them with a shot of water twice a day 
and not have to spend time going through all your trees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI  
          STUDIO & NURSERY�

Terry & Sheila Ward          Austin, Texas 
512-280-5575 - phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment 
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HBS Spring Show, April 5-6, 2008, in the Japanese Garden in Hermann Park 
In conjunction with the Japan Festival 

Photographs by HBS Member Hurley Johnson 
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Roberto Martinez from Puerto Rico, April 25-26, 2008 
Photographs by HBS Member Hurley Johnson 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Above:  Roberto Martinez with 
Versie Marks of Corpus Christi, 

winner of the demonstration tree. 
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Beating the Heat 
Reprinted from The Bonsai News of Houston, August and 

September 2000. 
 

 With day on day of triple digit heat, I wondered what our 
members were doing to cope, so I asked those on the e-mail list.  
Here are the responses: 
 I'm only doing something special for two trees in very 
small shallow pots (4" oval by 1" deep).  I mixed half 
turface and half play sand and filled a slab that would hold 
both small pots, then buried each pot in the mixture up to 
the rim.  I water this entire "arrangement" daily (in the 
evening) and keep it shaded.   Both trees seem to be doing 
fine (one is a mini-trident maple and the other, Chinese 
elm).  I got this idea from Buddy Allen.  It works better 
than putting sphagnum moss over the pots. 
 Everything else I'm just watching and watering as 
needed.  Don't forget to water the leaves of some trees 
which may lose moisture during the day and "droop" even 
if the soil is still moist . . . just mist the upper and lower 
sides of the leaves (late afternoon or early evening) and 
don't water the soil.                 --Paula Slayton 
 

* * * 
 I water a lot (twice a day) and I've come to the place 
where I simply don't keep plants that can't take the heat 
and full sun.  It's survival of the fittest around here.  I don't 
have any shade, so my plants have to be able to tough it 
out.  If they're wimps, they have to go!         --Nell Craver 
 

* * * 
 A suggestion I received from Greg Setter is to build a 
wooden box to surround your bonsai pot, cover the sides 
and pot lip, but leave the soil exposed.  He uses cedar for 
the sides and plywood cutout for the top.  Split the box 
from front to back to easily place around pot and tree.  He 
checked with a soil thermometer and, without box, the soil 
temperature in the summer sun was over 120 degrees.  
With the box, the soil temperature matched the ambient 
temperature of 96 degrees.  Although 96 degrees is not 
great, trees will survive much better.  A lot of winter die 
back and unexplained deaths of trees can be related to the 
stress they incur in our summers.          --Butch Wilken 
 

* * * 
 Ha! I just moved downtown, and thinking my major 
problems would be space and the heat, never counted on 
one other minor nuisance... pigeons!  They keep landing 
on my balcony during the day and picking my smaller 
trees out of their pots!   
 Otherwise, most of my trees have gone into their "heat 
dormancy", with just a few actively growing (acacias, elm, 
mimosas, calliandra, and a few others).  Only a few seem 
to be having problems tolerating the heat, particularly my 
flowering maple (abutilon sp.).   

 All I am doing is making sure they get watered 
properly.  I check all of them morning and late afternoon, 
and water when they are dry or almost dry.  My plants get 
full sun from early morning until early afternoon. 
                 --Carter Mayer 

* * * 
 The most useful tip I have been given for beating the 
summer heat is to break watering into two stages.  First, 
give your trees a light watering, then leave them for five to 
ten minutes.  This watering is meant to soften the soil, the 
exterior of which has been "cooked" into a shell that repels 
water.  After the outer soil has had a chance to absorb 
some moisture and soften, conduct the second watering 
with an eye toward actually getting water to tree's roots. 
 I have also been told that moving to Montana is 
effective!  With temperatures in the 100s for days on end, 
this option is looking more and more appealing! 

--Mark Ritchie 
* * * 

 Of course I use shade and partial shade and water the 
tropicals daily, and some of the others daily as well, as 
needed.  The front-yard juniper on a rock-slab planter has 
wood strips under it to let air circulate.  The few remaining 
trees in full sun in the back yard have lightweight 
aluminum foil wrapped around the pots.  This keeps the 
pots a few degrees cooler, as was shown by this 
"scientific" test:  I covered part of a pot for a day, touched 
the uncovered part, then moved my finger under the foil.  
The unprotected part of the pot inspired rapid withdrawal 
of finger; the protected part of the pot was hot but didn't 
burn.           --Margaret Pratt 
 

* * * 
 Here are a few suggestions.  1) Paint the pots a light 
color, if that is sensible--don't paint your ceramic pots!  2) 
Bury pot and all in the ground and mulch heavily with 
sphagnum moss.  3) Place the bonsai pot in a larger pot 
and mulch.  It helps if the larger pot is painted a light color 
(white, silver, tan, light pink, or whatever light color you 
have around the house or can buy cheap).  4) Cover around 
pot and on top with shade cloth--just the pot not the whole 
tree.  5) Build an insulated container from that blue foam 
used in house construction.  6) Shade cloth is a must over 
everything now.  7) Spray foliage at least 3 or 4 times a 
day.  Don't worry about spot burning now--save the trees.  
(That's a bunch of hooey anyway).  8) DO WHATEVER 
YOU CAN DO TO KEEP THE SUN OFF OF THE POTS 
AND THE SOIL SURFACE!!!!!                     --Jim Rader 
 

* * * 
 And last but not least, the observation that reflects my 
own situation: 
 As for how I am handling the heat, quite poorly.  Too 
much work, not enough water.             --Terry Dubois 

# # # 
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