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Monthly Meeting–Black Pines
The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society

(HBS) will be Wednesday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 1500 Hermann
Drive.  Refreshments will be served at 7:00.

The program for March is a beginner’s guide to black
pines.  We will repot the trees and do the initial wiring.  I
hope that we will bring them back to the meetings in July
and November for the work that needs to be done those
months.  Cost will be $15.00 for the trees.  If you want to
repot, bring a pot, or there will be some for sale.  Bring
tools and wire.

–Hurley Johnson

Deadline for Convention Contest, Mar. 5
The HBS will host the Lone Star Bonsai Federation

(LSBF) 2009 state convention in Houston.  To prepare for
the convention, HBS is sponsoring two contests, one for
the convention theme and one for the convention logo. 
You may enter one or both.  All submissions should be
given or sent to Buddy Allen on or before our March 5,
2008, club meeting.  Contest winners will receive a $50
gift certificate for use at any of the convention vendors.

1.  Theme/Slogan should be a short phrase that
evokes any one or combination of bonsai ideas, for
example, our theme “Bonsai on the Bayou in 2004,”
Corpus Christi’s “Wind, Waves, Bonsai LSBF 2006” or
“The Best of Bonsai in 2009.”  Feel free to submit as many
theme suggestions as you like.

2.  The selected Logo Design will be the graphic or
symbol that represents the convention on its letterhead,
flyers, posters, pin, etc.  The graphic should be submitted
on a 4” by  6” card and should contain any combination of
bonsai, LSBF, HBS, 2009, etc.                   

 --Buddy Allen, Convention Chair,
LSBF Delegate

Saturday Study Group, Cabrera Farm
Our study group will meet Saturday,  March 15 at 

Cabrera Farm Nursery.  Everyone is welcome-- beginners
and seasoned veterans alike. 

From Houston take Hwy. 59 south towards Sugar
Land.  Exit at Hwy. 6 and go under the freeway.  Go
several miles to Lake Olympia Parkway and turn right. 
The street name changes to Oilfield Road.  Proceed
approximately 0.9 miles.  Oilfield Road will make a sharp
turn to the left (a 90 degree turn).   Continue on Oilfield
Road another 1.6 miles.  When Oilfield Road makes a
sharp turn to the right, continue straight.  You will then be
on Cabrera Drive.  Follow Cabrera into the nursery.  For a
map, see www.orchidsandbonsai.com or call 281-313-
2000 for directions.

Spring Bonsai Show, April 5-6
It's that time of year again.  Our spring show is just

around the corner.  We will hold the spring show in
conjunction with the Japan Festival the weekend of April
5-6, in the Japanese Garden in Herman Park, from 10:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday.. 

We will need volunteers to staff our exhibit and help
put up and take down the display.  Set up will start at 8:00
a.m. Saturday.  For additional information, contact me.

--Anthony Cutola

Budget Threatens Bonsai, Penjing Museum
The National Bonsai Foundation, Inc., in Washington,

D.C., has sent a letter alerting the bonsai community that
the President’s new budget proposes to cut funding for the
U. S. National Arboretum.  The cut threatens the National
Bonsai and Penjing Museum.  

Con’d page 17. 
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Monthly Bonsai Care
by John Miller

John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai Society
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to share
his column with us.  We need to make adjustments for our
warmer, damper climate, with its early springs, long summers,
late falls and erratic winters.

Why is the subject of soil in your bonsai pot so
important?  Well, you are trying to convince your plant that
the world only extends  few inches out, that it is only a
couple of inches deep, and that your plant should produce
short fibrous roots instead of its natural long ones.  But you
keep telling it that it should be happy in this unnatural
world and look like its giant kinfolk.  So you need to give it
the best subsurface environment you can.

If your area is subject to late freezes, check the
forecasts and be sure to take precautions.  Newly
developing roots in either freshly repotted trees or in
established pots can be tender to freezes.  Trees with new
sap flow will also be more tender.  And of course the new
foliage will not take as much cold or the strong winds that
dry it and cause leaf burn.

On a clear night, you can get frost on the leaves even
though the temperature is above 32 degrees.  Any overhead
covering, patio, evergreen trees or a light cloth, will protect
from that frost.

As the weather warms up, insects will surely make
their appearance.  Use the foliar spray (1 tablespoon each
of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and apple cider
vinegar per gallon of water) weekly to control aphids,
mites, etc.  Spring usually means wet weather, so watch for
fungal problems such as black spot.  I usually get it only on
hollies and elms.  You can use a 1% solution of hydrogen
peroxide (1 part of 3% h.p. and 2 parts water)  for fungal
problems; however, I have damaged young growth on elms
with it, so I do not use it until the leaves mature a bit.

If you have been doing a good organic program, the
ladybugs will keep the aphids and other soft bodied insects
in check.  The praying mantis come along later on when the
weather is warmer.  I am seeing a lot of mantis egg clusters
since I don’t use chemical sprays.

Use chemical fertilizers sparingly at this time.  Most
contain a healthy supply of nitrogen which causes too much
lanky growth.  Organic fertilizer balls and the foliar spray
are better because organics need warmer weather to break
down into plant soluble nutrients and therefore are not as
stimulating in this weather.  They are also more consistent
in feeding the tree each time you water.

Now you should get your tweezers and shears ready
for the real job ahead.  To develop the ramification and
fine twigs you want, you must be pruning the new growth
as it develops.  Waiting until the shoots are three or four
inches or longer results in coarse twigs with long
internodes.  These will have to be cut off and new ones

developed if you are to have a good bonsai.  Tweezers are
the preferred tool for this job.  If you do the cutting at the
right time, the twig will still be soft and can be plucked
with the tweezers.  After a few tries you will be able to
work faster with tweezers than with shears.  I prefer
tweezers with a dull point.  Sharp points catch the foliage,
and rounded points are too big.

Essentially there are two kinds of growing habits on
deciduous trees, those with alternate growing leaves on the
twigs, e.g., elms, oak, and hawthorn, and those with
opposite growing leaves, e.g., maple. 

The alternate growing leaves start out with small
leaves and each succeeding leaf will be larger and the
internodes longer.  Also each leaf will have a latent bud in
each leaf axial.  Therefore if you let the shoot grow to 4 or
5 new leaves and cut it back to 2 or 3,  you will be keeping
smaller leaves and also getting twice as many growing tips
on each branch, and each will be a finer twig.  Keep this up
and you will soon have nice development on the branches
of your bonsai.  In determining whether to cut to two or
three, note the direction that you wish the end of the branch
to take and cut to the leaf which has the bud on that side of
the branch.

Tweezers are almost a necessity in working on maples. 
The opposite growing leaves clasp the new growing tip and
will be extending from the old but on a lengthening stem. 
If the new tip is taken off as soon as the leaves separate, the
result is that the leaves will be smaller and the stem will
stop lengthening.  Then two new tips will pop from the new
leaf axials and you will have to repeat the tip plucking.

Junipers should be trimmed with the fingers.  As the
new growth develops grasp the twigs with one hand
spreading the foliage in a fan shape.  Then with the other
hand grasp the tips between the fleshy part of you thumb
and finger and pull it off.  Using fingernails or scissors will
result in brown tips on the junipers.  If the juniper still has
needle foliage, you can avoid being stuck by moving your
hand toward the tip while grasping the twig.  This, in effect,
causes the needle to lie along the twig while you are
holding it.

Now is the proper time to decide on your show trees
and then give them plenty of TLC and grooming to be at
their best at show time.

#

Membership Fees Are Due
Membership fees are due,  $25 for an individual, $35

for a family.   
A membership form is attached at the end of this

newsletter.
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Budget Cut, Bonsai Museum  cont’d.
The NBF is asking bonsai enthusiasts to send letters “asking
Congress to reject this short-sighted and harmful budget
proposal and restore funds needed to maintain the National
Bonsai and Penjing Museum.”  

The NBF recommends you stress in your letter that you
are a supporter of the museum and its mission to educate the
public about bonsai and penjing, that the museum is a
unique treasure that should be preserved, and that it is part
of our national legacy. 
Letters should be addressed to:

The Honorable Herbert H. Kohl, Chairman
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture
119 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.  20510 and

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Chair
House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture
2362A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D. C.  20515
If you contact your own senators or representative, ask

him or her to contact the above chairs.  For complete details,
see http://www.bonsai-nbf.org/site/images/letter.pdf 

TTSBE Garage Sale, March 8
On Saturday March 8, The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit

will hold a benefit garage sale at the home of Els in Austin. 
If you’re looking for a way to de-clutter for spring-cleaning,
here is a way to make your used stuff benefit the bonsai
community.  Please save up any clothing, electronics, toys,
furniture, household items and any other gently used items
of value.  Els will be accepting donations dropped off at her
home on Friday, March 7.  If anyone would like to come by
on Friday to help price and sort, that would be a huge help,
and if anyone could donate some time on Saturday to help us
sell the items, you’d be one of our favorite people!  The
exhibit is currently setting fences and building an entrance
and gate into the property, so every dollar helps.  Thank
you.

Hans Van Meer Workshop, May 7
Hans Van Meer will conduct a workshop (limit, 15

people, no observers) on Wednesday, May 7, at the studio
of Donna Dobberfuhl.  Start time is 9:00 a.m.  We will
break for lunch at 1:00, resume at 2:00 and finish whenever
we all drop!  Cost is $100 per person.  Drinks will be
provided. Bring your own tree. 

Calendar of Events
The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7:30

p.m. in the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 1500
Hermann Drive, next to the rose garden.

Mar 5 Deadline, the theme & logo contests, 2009 convention

Mar 5 Monthly meeting of the HBS, black pines.

Mar. 15 Saturday Study Group, Cabrera Farm Nursery

Apr. 5-6 Spring Bonsai Show

Apr. 12 SSOT.  Critique—Shohin bonsai and rough  material
critique by a 3-person panel.  Austin

May 7 Van Meer all day workshop, 9 a.m., San Antonio

May 17-18  Austin Bonsai Society show, Zilker Garden Center

May 23-25  Brussel's Bonsai Rendezvous '08, Olive Branch, MS.
http://www.brusselsbonsai.com/about_us/special_events.shtml 

June 7 SSOT, Austin.  Display selection & workshop.

June 19-22  Convention hosted jointly by San Antonio, Austin,
and the American Bonsai Society at the Tropicana

Hotel on the river walk.   For information,
http://absbonsai.org/seminars/ABS2008/main2008.html 

Sept. 24-28  BCI-IBS Congress.  Saint Vincent, Italy.  
http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/home-en.asp 

Sept. 27 SSOT, Austin.  Business meeting & workshop, slabs
from slate.

2009
State LSBF bonsai convention in Houston, Marriott Hotel--
Westchase . 

July 7-13  6th World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, Puerto
Rico, Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino.  For information,
www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com  

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI
          STUDIO & NURSERY

Terry & Sheila Ward          Austin, Texas
 phbonsai@sbcglobal.net   -   By Appointment
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January Bonsai Digs
January presented many opportunities to collect some wonderful

specimen bonsai.  January 19, the HBS sponsored a dig to Addicks-Barker
Reservoir.  Hurley Johnson, who organized the dig, took the two following
photographs.

Also on January 19, The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit sponsored a dig at
Red Bird Ranch, west of San Antonio. Donna Dobberfuhl took the three  

The Bonsai News of Houston is a monthly publication of the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. 
Copyright © 2008.  The contents of this publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part
without the consent of the editor or a member of the board of directors.  Exceptions exist,
however, for other not-for-profit and non-profit bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and
bonsai nursery newsletters.  HBS participates fully with reciprocation of contents and materials
between other LSBF member organizations and others.  Authors who submit articles for this
newsletter thereby give permission to such organization to reprint, unless they expressly reserve
all rights.

For special requests or questions related to The Bonsai News of Houston, contact the Editor,
(address above) or the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. (address above).

The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00 p.m. the Wednesday 2 weeks before the
monthly meeting.  The Bonsai News of Houston is available by e-mail.  To receive a copy by e-
mail instead of regular mail, contact the editor at address above. 

Space for advertising in The Bonsai News of Houston can be requested by contacting the
editor.  Advertising rates for a business-card-sized ad (approx. 3 ½" x 2") are $6 per month, $30
for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues).  A full-page ad is $25 per month.  Rates are subject to
change without notice.  3½" x 2" classified ads are run free of charge for one month once per 12-
month period, for noncommercial members.

photographs below.  Most of the guests
were from Austin, but Steven Hendricks
drove from Fort Worth, and HBS member
Leo Lin and friend drove from here.  Leo
collected a multi-trunk Texas Persimmon.
with all the feeder roots his success should
be pretty much assured. 

HBS members Alex, l., LD, r. HBS member Andrew

HBS member Leo, r, with a friend, l.

Donna of San Antonio taking out a Texas
persimmon with all dead wood 

on the opposite side

Joey of Austin, 
preparing to dig a cedar elm
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HOUSTON BONSAI SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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