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Monthly Meeting 
 The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society 
(HBS) will be Wednesday, December 3, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, 
located at 1500 Hermann Drive.  Refreshments will 
be served at 7:00. 
 Election of Officers.  At the December meeting 
we will elect officers for 2009.  The nominees are 
president, Alan Raymond; second vice president, 
Michael McCluskey; treasurer, JoAnn Batey; 
members-at-large, L.D. Dornell and Nancy Foley. 
 There were no nominees from the floor.  Under 
our bylaws, no nominations can be accepted at the 
December meeting.  Officers also serve as directors. 
 Pot Luck Supper and Gift Exchange.  The 
December program will be our annual potluck dinner 
and gift exchange.  This meeting is one of the most 
entertaining club events of the year.  The gift 
exchange rules are explained on page 67, below. 
 Before the gift exchange, we will have a covered 
dish supper.  HBS will provide the meat, drinks and 
plates, napkins, forks, knives and such.  Each 
member will bring a side dish, bread or dessert. 
 

Saturday Study Group, Dec. 20 

 Our study group meet will meet Saturday, 
December 20, at 9 a.m. at Bayland Center in Bayland 
Park, 6400 Bissonnet (Bissonnet at Hillcroft--south 
of 59 and east of Fondren).  Everyone is welcome-- 
beginners and seasoned veterans alike.   

 

Raffle Items Needed for Convention 
 We are collecting raffle items for the April 
convention.  PLEASE BRING YOUR 

DONATIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS 
EXCEPT that I can only take TREES at the January,  

 
February, and March meetings, or bring the trees 
directly to the hotel Thursday night when we're 
setting up. 

The raffle is a major fund raiser for us.  If 
everyone brings at least 5 (FIVE) nice items, we will 
have a good chance at success!    

Some suggestions:  Items you’ve made; gift 
certificates (including services you can provide);  
household items; bonsai items (trees, pots, tools, 
books, pins, aprons, autographs or other memorabilia,  
or other bonsai accessories); gardening tools or 
decorations; books (bonsai, general gardening, or 
general interest); CDs or DVDs; jewelry. 

Con’d page 64. 

 

Looking for Volunteers 
 We are looking for a few passionate souls who 
wish to be actively involved and engaged in assisting 
the Education Committee.  The committee has a 
number of goals to aid our organization in fostering 
interest, knowledge, skills and success in bonsai 

Con’d page 64. 

 

Membership Fees Are Due in January 
 Membership fees are due.  Beat the rush.  Pay  
now.   Still just $25 for an individual, $35 for a 
family.   A bargain at twice the price.  We accept 
checks, money orders, and cold cash.  Membership 
form attached at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Correction 
 In the November issue of The Bonsai News of 

Houston, I neglected to give credit for the article, 
“Planting a Bonsai Forest.”  Christy Esmahan wrote 
that article for us.  Thank you, Christy, for that article 
and for another this month.    –ed. 
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Monthly Bonsai Care 
by John Miller 

 John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai 

Society of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to 

share his column with us.  We need to make adjustments for our 

warmer, damper climate, with its early springs, long summers, late 

falls and erratic winters. 

  

 Why don’t you give bonsai a present this year?  
The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit is progressing well 
but could go a lot faster with more donations.  Send a 
check to The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Inc., 13450 
N. Highway 183, Suite #116, Austin, Texas 78750-
3227.  Join the Cornerstone Society with a gift of 
$100 or more.  Find full details at www.ttsbe.org . 
 Usually not too much has to be done right now, 
that is if you prepared last month and you have no 
tropicals inside to care for.  The big thing is to know 
what temperatures your trees can withstand and to 
remember that water is important in the winter.  If 
you did not get your pines and junipers taken care of 
last month, do it quickly. 
 Because the trees are not using as much water 
during dormancy, it is easy to overlook checking on 
them.  The low humidity usually found during winter 
helps dry the soil.  Winter sun can be pretty hot and if 
it shines directly on the pot, it will hasten the drying 
process.  Winter will usually also be windier.   
Therefore, however you bed down the trees, you need 
to check the dryness often.  The same trees that 
needed more water last summer will also need to be 
checked more often during the winter.  I think that 
more trees are lost during the winter to having the 
soil dry out than from the actual cold. 
 Deciduous trees should not be placed where they 
receive winter sun.  After a period of dormancy, the 
heating of the tree could possibly cause it to break 
dormancy prematurely.  If that happened, you would 
need to keep it above freezing the rest of the winter. 
 Plants have different degrees of hardiness for 
their top growth and their roots because the ground 
acts as a large reservoir of heat and here in Texas 
seldom freezes more than an inch or two down.  
Therefore, plants like the pomegranate and crepe 
myrtle, which are at the northern extent of their range 
outside, will only be hardy to 32 degrees in pots.  
Any plant that you are unsure of should be protected 
from freezing.  This can be a problem because, if 
they are not kept cool after they go dormant, they will 
break dormancy and start to grow too soon.  Growing 
without sufficient light causes long, spindly growth 
which you cannot control.  My best solution for this 
when I lived in town was to have a long platform 
with two wheels that I pulled into the garage on  

 
nights where freezing was forecast and kept outside 
at all other times. 
 The cold weather will keep any insect problems 
under control outside.   You should use a dormant oil 
spray to kill over-wintering insets and eggs.  A dilute 
spray of lime-sulfur can be used on deciduous trees if 
they have no green at all which will also control 
fungal spores but be sure to follow label directions 
carefully.  You should watch for damage from rodent 
types, rabbits, squirrel, and rats.  They will seriously 
prune branches and strip bark in short order.  
 Bonsai in greenhouses or indoor bonsai will 
need to be watched for the normal indoor problems. 
Low humidity, spider mites and scales are the biggest 
problems here.  Trying to keep the humidity up by 
placing you trees on a humidity tray can possibly 
give you some soil problems, root rot or some other 
fungal disease.  I use the same controls in the 
greenhouse that I use outside all year. 
 You can take advantage of the winter slowdown 
to get pots ready for spring, clean and sharpen your 
tools, study what changes you would like to make on 
your trees and so forth.  Making notes about what 
needs to be done on an individual tree is great, but, if 
you are like me, the notes and trees are usually a long 
way apart.  If you place a colored stake or ribbon on 
the tree, you will see instantly which one needs what 
done.  For example, I use red for “needs repotting”; 
purple, “needs a new pot”;  yellow, “serious 
pruning”;  orange, “should be restyled”; etc.  These 
can be put on during the year if you make those 
decisions as you do general routine work. 
 Be sure to mark you calendar for the LSBF 
convention in April next year.  It will be held in 
Houston on April 16-19 at the Marriott Houston 
Westchase.  Registration forms and info will be sent 
to the clubs in January.  Headliners will be Boon 
Manakitivipart and Roy Nagatoshi of California and 
Mrs. Milagros Rauber of South America. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI 
          STUDIO & NURSERY�

Terry & Sheila Ward          Austin, Texas 
512-280-5575 - phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment 
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Volunteers Needed, con’d 

through programs, training and education.  This is a 
new committee that was developed in 2008.  
 The committee, working through the board of the 
HBS, evaluates the interest and educational needs of 
the membership, develops programs and workshops 
using internal and external instructors, discovers and 
creates educational material, prepares written articles 
for publication in the newsletter and develops and 
trains internal instructors.  Please contact Hurley 
Johnson, Michael McCluskey, John Denton or 
Christina Esmahan if you are interested.  
 See below for examples of the areas and fun 
activities you could be involved with.  If you have 
particular areas of interest, just let us know.    
 Enjoy-Learn-Share. 
Activities 
Mentor 
Lead workshops 
Write articles for the newsletter 
Report on the bonsai scene both current & past 
Take photos for publication in newsletter or website 
Develop instructional programs 
Act as instructor or co-instructor 
Work external demonstrations and shows 
Prepare visual presentation for shows & meetings 
 
 

Raffle,  con’d 

 Anyone willing to help with the raffle contact 
Committee Chair JoAnn Batey (713)914-9180. 
 We need everyone to participate in this effort to 
make it a success.  Please give us a hand.  Thanks. 
 
 

Juniper Bonsai in 9D Climate 

(Southeastern Texas Coast to Florida) 
by Christy Esmahan 

 Summary of a talk by bonsai artist Jason Schley 

presented to the Houston Bonsai Society at the November 

2008 club meeting. 

 
 Mr. Jason Schley is the owner of Schley's Bonsai 
& Supplies in Holly Hill, Florida.  He has been 
working with junipers as bonsai since he was a senior 
in high school 16 years ago.  In Florida, as in 
Houston, the weather includes long, humid summers 
and mild winters, which can make it more difficult to 
grow junipers because their growing pattern is  
 
 

radically different in cooler parts of the world.  The 
key is to understand the plant’s behavior in warmer 
climates.  Contrary to how they behave in the north, 
in the south junipers go dormant in the summer and 
are actively growing in the winter.  Important 
guidelines one should follow when growing juniper 
bonsai are described in this article. 

 

Jason Schley styles a Juniper.  By Hurley Johnson 

Potting and Growing. 
1) Work very gradually with these species as 

they are delicate.  If one begins with a five gallon 
container, one can expect to take five years to reduce 
the pot size to a standard bonsai pot.  Generally 
speaking, regular sized bonsai junipers should only 
be repotted once every three years, shohin may be 
repotted every two years and plants four inches tall 
may be repotted every year. 

2)  Junipers should not be repotted in the spring 
(January to mid-March) but rather in November or 
December.  From late October to December one can 
observe the white root tips, indicating active plant 
growth.  These white root tips are not visible in the 
summer because the plant is in stress dormancy.  The 
top of the plant will grow in the summer, but much 
slower.  At temperatures above 85-90 degrees, the 
roots stop growing. 

3) Inorganic soils with no peat are best for 
junipers.  Jason recommends a soil mix of 95% lava 
rock and 5% pine bark.  “Always screen your soil,” 
he reminded us, “as that is one easy way to take good 
care of your plants.”  Soil particles should be no 
smaller than 1/16 inch and no larger than ¼ inch.  

4) Use organic fertilizers to compensate for the 
inorganic soil.  Jason uses Meangreen organic 
fertilizer for bonsai, applying one cake per every four 
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inches of pot at an interval of once a month.  Two 
weeks after the above treatment, he uses Ironite 
fertilizer so that the plants are effectively nourished 
every two weeks.  During the summer months of July 
and August, the fertilizer should be cut in half. 
 Propagation.  Cuttings for propagation should 
be taken in December and should always include 
vigorous tips, just where growth is turning woody. 
These should be dipped in root stimulating hormone 
and then placed in 50:50 pine bark/pearlite mix in a 
tiny pot.  Every few years the cutting can be moved 
to slightly larger pot.  Jason has enjoyed quite a bit of 
success with cuttings in this manner. 
 Sun.  Keep the junipers in full sun even in the 
summer—they love it. 
 Watering. 

1) When watering the plants, be sure to always 
water the foliage as well.  This helps to control the 
spider mites. 

2) Junipers are fairly drought resistant, but by the 
time they show signs of stress, (yellow or brown 
tips), severe damage has already occurred.  Thus, 
once temperatures reach 85 degrees, one should 
water every day unless there has been heavy and 
prolonged rain that day. 

3) In the winter, junipers should only be watered 
one or two times a week.  Check the soil daily, and if 
it is still moist, wait to water. 
 Protecting from insects and fungi. 

1) Regularly brush the plants to remove debris 
and dry foliage where spider mites breed. 

2) Junipers are sensitive to both fungal and insect 
activity and thus one should use a systemic 
insecticide every three months, year-round. Mr. 
Schley recommends Merit Insecticide, 0.5% which 
comes in a granular form.  The liquid equivalent is 
not recommended as it does not last as long.  

3) Compass Fungicide is the systemic treatment 
he recommends.  
 Styling and Cutting.  Since junipers are shrubs, 
they will never grow very tall in height.  As bonsai, 
they are made to look like trees. 

1) Shape junipers in the winter.  Make sure roots 
are healthy when attempting to wire and trim trees.  
Hard cuts (>70%) should only be done in the winter, 
preferably in December.  Any other time of the year, 
pruning should be no more than 30% and no hard 
wood should be cut.  If a plant has just been repotted, 
no cutting should be done for several months.  

2) To trim branches, first cut off all the 
downward growth, and then carefully trim off the 
high ends.  Shears may be used.  When shaping 
junipers, expect some brown die-back areas to appear 
a few weeks later.  Better not to expect to show a 

juniper that has been trimmed until at least three to 
four months later. 

3) Junipers, even their old wood parts, can be 
bent and shaped, but should be protected with raffia 
or veterinary tape first.  Trees should not be watered 
for at least a day and a half before wiring so that they 
are more pliable. 

4) If a branch breaks less than 50% through 
when wiring, it can be mended by smoothing the 
edges and them using a bit of clay sealant.  If the 
break is more than 50%, it will not heal so better to 
break it off completely.  

5) The rule of two’s: always trim junipers to 
leave only two branches or stems growing from any 
intersection.  Also leave sub-branches to fork into 
only two smaller ones.  

6) Shape the juniper in layers.  Look at the 
bonsai from above and make sure that no branch is 
covering another and that there are no gaping holes. 
A rough scalene triangle should be the shape one sees 
from the side.  After several years, the branches 
should form crowns of growth which better mimics 
larger trees in nature. 

7) The goal is to constantly make the tree more 
compact to give it an appearance of greater age.  The 
trunk looks more impressive if there is a lot of 
movement and the branches are closer together.  

8) Finally, remember that guidelines are for 
breaking.  Some of the best trees don’t follow any of 
the guidelines.   

9) After working on a tree, it should be kept in 
the shade for about three weeks, and one should also 
wait three weeks to fertilize it. 

 

Jason Schley and John.  By Hurley Johnson 

 Juniper Species Guidelines. 
 1) Shimpaku junipers are the least tolerant to 
heat stress, though their beautiful red trunks make 
gorgeous bonsai.  To bring out the red color, gently 
scrub their trunks and branches.        Con’d page 67. 
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Fall Show, Houston Bonsai Society, October 11-12, 2008 
Photographs by Hurley Johnson 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


