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Monthly Meeting—Tree Swap; Workshop

The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society$HB
will be held Wednesday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m. & thouston
Garden Center in Hermann Park, located at 1500 bienm
Drive. Refreshments will be served at 7 p.m.

April Program. The April program will be an ugly tree
swap and open workshop. For those of you who afre n
familiar with the ugly tree swap, members bringeetthat
they have come to believe they cannot make intooal g
bonsai. Each person who brings a tree is entatedi
drawing and draws one of the other members' ughstr It's
a lot of fun and really shows how a new set of eyas
improve a tree. This will also be a good timetidesand
wire any of your trees or to prepare one for théngpshow.

Roy Nagatoshi Visit. HBS is happy to announce that
Roy Nagatoshi will visit us on June 8 and 9 thiaryeRoy
was last here in the fall of 2003 as the Texas Epeaker.
He will be doing a lecture-demonstration on Frigagning
and there will be two, ¥2-day workshops on Saturdapg 9.
I will begin collecting signups for the workshopslze April
meeting. —Pete Parker

Spring Bonsai Show, April 14-15

Again this year, the spring bonsai show will bedhel
in conjunction with the Japan Festival in the Jesa
gardens in Hermann Park. Show times will be t@ o
5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, April 14 and 15. (Seill
start at 8:00 am on Saturday morning.

We need volunteers to staff our exhibit and heip p
up/take down the display. For additional inforroati
contact me at 713-426-2995 axutola@houston.rr.cam

--Anthony Cutola

Study Group Cancelled
Our Saturday study group for April has been cdadel
so as not to conflict with the LSBF state convemtidf you
have never been to an LSBF convention, make et e
to attend this one. It will be a great opportuniynake new
bonsai friends, learn from some great masters (#wemu

only observe workshops), and buy everything youdreeel
want for your hobby. See you all in Dallas!

Membership Fees Due April 15
The deadline for renewing your HBS membership is
April 15. Renew now so you don’t miss a single sketter
or any information about up-coming events. Anwdlial
membership is $25.00; a family membership, $30A0.
membership form appears at the end of this newslett

25th LSBF Convention, Dallas, April 20-22
Exhibit Prize Information

Prizes will be awarded to trees in the exhiblthe Best
of Show tree will receive gift certificates fromhloKirby
and Bonsai Smiths in the amount of $500 in addittothe
Best of Show crystal plaque. The other awardstarys
plaques are for 1) best conifer, 2) best decidlwaalleaf
evergreen, and 3) best tropical. There will beeaghes
Choice award voted on by exhibit viewers who vélteive
a certificate and a bonsai pot by Sandi McFarland.

We want to get back to the practice of all LSBibsl
participating in the exhibit. We plan to assendblmem-
orable, high quality semi-formal display as wellsasseki.

Sylvia would like to receive tree information as
requested on the website so that she may get ki» car
printed before the convention. Please go to
www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.coand look at the exhibit
page. Since she has several functions in addiidreing a
vendor this would be a great help to have a grahibi.
Workshops

As usual at this stage, there are still openingaast
workshops. | urge you, especially the newer mesjtier
take a workshop or two. You can only instill wiyau have
learned by actually doing the hands on effort urider
guidance of a qualified teacher. And our set atkers is
second to none.

The size of the Itogawa junipers was incorredsiet.
The junipers being brought by Suthin are qualignps of
13-14 inches in height. Itogawa junipers are ffie ef the
Shimpaku junipers. Their foliage is much finerrthhe

Cont'd page 21.
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Monthly Bonsai Care

by John Miller
John Miller, who writes a monthly column for therBai Society of
Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has adreeshare his column
with us. We need to make adjustments for our wamaenper climate,
with its early springs, long summers, late fallslanratic winters.

When doing the trimming called for in bonsai camy
need to alter your technique according to the sthte
development of your bonsai. When you are devetppin
branches, you let the twigs grow longer, but, dftanches
are in place, you prune to develop the twigs. Mahonsai
require the type of pruning to keep the twigs srbatlalso
may require pruning to replace overgrown branches.

When developing new branches, you must let thetsho
grow out without the pinching back. When the shuag
reached the desired diameter, you may need toaoht dnd
grow another shoot to create movement and tapére W
should not be applied until the shoot has lignified

Trimming for twigs--that is the pinching, pluckimg
whatever of new growth--is the process that develop
refinement on your tree but is also vital to ketefpdm
losing that desired state. This is not pruningohihis cutting
of branches which should not be done when thesiestsong
sap flow which starts when the tree breaks dormamncly
continues until after the leaves harden or later.

Trimming must be done often, especially duringrepr
flush of growth, to keep the new growth short. rad let
the shoots get long. Done properly, you will bekirmg on
a small percentage of the twigs in each sessiolelin
ones you did before are getting new growth staagain.

On elms and other trees with leaves appearing
alternately down the shoot, do not let more thauew
leaves appear. Cut back to 2 or 3 leaves, ledhimdpst leaf
on the side that you want the new growth to appé€ar.
maples and others with leaves coming in pairs qrosite
sides of the twig, cut the center shoot as sogmasan
determine it. Tweezers work best for this operatiSince
the shoots do not all open at the same time thiddme a
daily chore for the best results.

Be sure to check your soils each day for propdewa
content. It is easy to assume that the soil harstyplof water
when the days are cool or there has been somelt&@noo
easy for a tree with full leaves to shed wateridetsf the
pot or a good sun and low humidity after a frontdltg the
soil. | suggest that you remove most of the mog$at you
can see and feel the soil in order to determine dhguit is.
(Moss growing on the trunk or roots will cause tizek to
rot also.) An automatic watering system will beagsh but
you should not rely on it to replace hand wateriktand
watering allows you to adjust the watering for etrele
individually.

Most trees will do good in the full sun at thisé of
year. However, if you have had them in partialdehde
careful about moving them to full sun. They prdigab
should be acclimated gradually.

A good organic program takes care of both theifepd
and the insect problems. | recommend the mixtéife o
tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, rseks and
apple cider vinegar to a gallon of water. (A comriad
product called Garret Juice which is to be usedsttree way
uses compost tea, dried seaweed, water, molasges an
vinegar. As a fertilizer this should act the saimd,| don’t
know about the dried seaweed versus liquid keknas
insecticide.) | use the mixture both as a foljnay and as a
soil drench fertilizer. As a weekly foliar spraykieeps
aphids and mites under control. | also use ituttings but
can’t vouch as to whether the results are from kg
nutrients that cannot be supplied due to the ldckats or if
it is from keeping insects away. | try to drenelice a
month partly because | don't think the plant casaab all
the minor elements it needs through the foliage.

Fungal diseases develop during warm humid weather.
Too much foliage misting can do it also if the les\stay
damp very long. One of the most prevalent fungusaf
spot which will hit several kinds of plants espédgialms,
hollies, and roses. Control consists of sprayiit vaking
soda. A 1% solution (mix one part 3% peroxidenwo parts
water) of hydrogen peroxide can be used excepeon v
young foliage which may be sensitive to it.

The newer horticultural oils may be used to cdntro
scale if they get missed by the organic spray.

If you go the chemical way, be sure to follow labe
directions. Do not use oil based sprays on buttmus or
other oil sensitive plants.

One of the cheapest ways to learn bonsai is & et
of the club exhibits. | learned a lot by followiGgorge
Gray and Ted Guyger around and just listing torthei
comments about the different trees. Most were then
trees, but they did an honest critique anywayyolfr club
has an exhibit scheduled, plan to take part ilsliowing
your tree is a big boost to your morale. Not evesg in the
show has to be a top of the line bonsai. The itambthing
is that each member be a part, either displayimgeaor
being a docent. The desired result is that thdigpaoan see
something that they can relate to and have sonmeotadk
to. If you do want to show, give your tree itsthasance by
doing the above grooming, clean the pot, put sape t
dressing on the soil, get or borrow some kind stisend
(even a cork board can set the tree off).

Plan to use workshops at the convention or thoseged
for you by your officers. To get the most fromrang-your-
own-tree workshop you should prepare the materél iw
advance. You can usually cut the top back somersrtd
grow some new lower foliage to have more for thateato
work with. Again most of your active club membeiifl be
willing to give some advice.
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Update: The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit

TTSBE highlights last 6 months:

1. The receipt of three, 3-man bonsai trees from the
Pepitone family of Houston. (See photos below and
next column).

2. TTSBE designated a recipient of 1/3 of estate of an
anonymous donor. Estate currently valued at
$1,000,000.

3. Alarge collection of bonsai pots including a Satsu
pot from the estate of George Gray of Dallas, glon
time collector of Asian art.

4. Unpublished collection of John Yoshio Naka original
drawings made available for the permanent exhibis
from John Pittenger from Georgetown.

5. Acquisition of land for the permanent exhibit by st
15, 2007 near the 1-35 corridor and the state ohpit

6. One only bronze bust of John Yoshio Naka sculpted b
Donna L. Dobberfuhl, N.S.S. Offered to TTSBE for
fund raising from the international bonsai commyit
Drawing May 19, 2007, the anniversary of his pagsin
which is a Japanese tradition of remembrance.

7. Ken Credeur of Houston has offered his design sesvi
for the permanent exhibi{in the members' edition of this
newsletter, we erroneously reported Ken would mevi
architect services. A formal correction appearstia May
issue of The Bonsai News of Houston. --ed.]

8. An immediate fund raiser at the Sculptural Designs
Atélier of San Antonio, located on the parade rafte
two fiesta parades. This April %7and 28 for a good
time, a good cause, parade watching and to hdlpel
of beer from the TTSBE Bier Garten: contact: Donna
Dobberfuhl—emailfwo2views@ yahoo.com

--Donna Dobberfuhl, San Antonio Bonsai Society

Cedar Elm Forest
LSBF State Convention (cont'd)
standard Shimpaku. These will make very fine simatisai
but not necessarily shohin.

Other. Time is running short to get to the Silver
Anniversary LSBF convention in Dallas on April 20-23--

Ficus nerifolia

convention information is on the web--
www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.coand click on the convention
block.

The convention is at the Holiday Inn Select, 3806st
Mockingbird in Dallas which is adjacent to Love ldi@and
has a complimentary shuttle. To get the reductdaB$79,
use the code BSO when making your reservation.

The three headliners--Marco Invernizzi, Boon
Manakitivipart and Suthin Sukosolvisit--will eack doing a
lecture-demo after the evening dinner as was doeeaiily
conventions. Boon has been preparing two largparal
trees for the Friday and Saturday demos.

Last but certainly not least, any donations tortfée
will be most appreciated.

#
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HBS Newsletter Address; Membership List

To reduce our mailing cost we are asking all membe
who do NOT want to receive the newsletter by e-tail
please let us know. At the next meeting, | willtbking the
names of those members who still wish to have itada
Anyone not attending the meeting should contacbid
Plaisted ponsainewshouston@yaho.com.

Also the new 2007 membership list is being conapile
for distribution to our members. This list is foember use
only. However some members may not wish to shagie th
information. They need to let me know that. Ad tlext
meeting | will have a list of all members who haad dues
this year. | encourage everyone to look overigteverify
the information as it appears, and cross out afwyrimation
that they do not want printed in the membershitniis

-- JOAnn Batey

Letter to a Bonsai Beginner
Hi Matt!

I'm Jim Rader with the Houston Bonsai Societyivd
in SW Houston and have been doing this habit-fogmin
hobby for around 15 years.

So, you got a Japanese holly as a gift from yate2v
You have a great wife, to introduce you to bongades she
know what she may have started? This is a grdatyhthat
will entrap you in an exciting, almost spirituaktapy.

Matt, I'm about to tell you more than you may wemt
know. There are several things to know about hichsa
will make it a lot more fun:

Most all bonsai are outdoor plants and should Ipt ke

outside. Tropical plants are an exception.

Bonsai pots must have holes in the bottom to allow

excess water to drain, otherwise the plant wilkghro

In this area bonsai should be potted in a specihisx.

I recommend a mix of 50% sieved pine bark mulch 1/8

to 1/4" in size and 50% gravel 1/8" to 1/4" in size

The activity goes like this: 1) Pick a pot abob#@ as
long as the tree is wide and about 65% as wide.akFew,
small plant, the depth may be 1" to 1 1/2". I'muasing the
plant has a trunk about 1/4" to 1/2" inch diameter.

2) Get some heavy plastic mesh with 1/8" or less
openings, check out Michaels or Hobby Lobby orlaita
store. Cut pieces large enough to well cover tilesh This
is to keep the gravel and mulch from running d@f.
course, place the mesh over the holes and fixaoepWith
wire or hold in place as you put a layer of soithie pot, 1/4
to 1/3 of the depth of the pot.

3) Remove the plant from the old pot and remoee th
old soil from the roots using a small stick liketsop stick.
Try to get all of the soil from under the plantptoBe
careful here because the roots dry out rapidlycamdkill the
plant. You can spray it occasionally with watemfra spray
bottle. Now place the plant in the pot and tuaktbots in,
some of the roots can be trimmed to fit the pdac®the
roots on the soil so that there will be no air peiskin the

soil. Begin to place more soil over the roots.ingsyour
chop stick, work the soil between and over thesoot
GENTLE so you don't damage the roots. Fill so that
final soil level is about the same as it was indhtepot. It's
OK to mound the soil up around the trunk a bit takethe
proper level. Leave the soil level about 1/4" betbe rim
at the edge of the pot.

4) You're almost home. Place the potted tree in a
container of water to the edge of the pot, not akerim. |
usually add 10 drops of Superthrive per gallorhtodoaking
water. Soak for 1/2 hour or 1 hour, not overnight.

Well, you've got yourself a bonsai beginner. Reenid
from the soak, let it drain and set it in the shadeé out of
the wind for a couple of weeks to recover from thisure
that you have placed upon it. When it shows new
growth or looks real healthy, slowly introducedtthe sun
and real life as a bonsai.

Do not water this guy for a week or two or moW¥ait
until the soil begins to feel dry. Once the tregrowing,
water it daily in the summer because the soil noigsh't
retain water very well. Water a little less in thimter.

In normal years it is better to repot your tree in
February, usually the last two weeks. But thisrylbets
are off. We've had this unusual hot, drought weasimd
everything is growing when it shouldn't be. [ thitm
going to start repotting some of my plants this kesal.

If we do repot this weekend, we have to closelyitoo
the overnight temperature. If the forecast shomghang
close to freezing the newly potted plants mustlier
inside to protect them. Then back outside as ssdhe
freezing weather has past. In fact, not only ifreygot this
weekend but any time until the freeze scare is andrpast.

And now to your question about fertilizer. Don't
fertilize your new baby until NEXT year. Give itraal good
chance to recover and grow new roots before hittimgth
chemicals. When you do fertilize your bonsai, gan use a
20-20-20 formula or Ozmocote or other time relesisé or
organic fertilizer. As you get more deeply intésthabit,
you will begin to use specific fertilizers for spfgzplants
and results.

The design and style of the plant, the real beasity
developed by trimming and pruning your plant. oat
much until you get a real feel for the abstractupgaf a
plant. We try to create and illusion of an anciee¢
in a piece of natural landscape.

There is a whole lot more to talk about im$a to make
really fun; like a bunch of other types of treeatttio well as
bonsai, how to search and collect older materidlahere
to buy other plants, pots and lessons.

Well, Matt, that's only a small part of bonsai,but
hopefully it will get you excited and on your walywish
you the very best.

Reprinted fronThe Bonsai News of Houstp@ctober 2000.
#
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Calendar of Events
The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every mofitB@p.m. in
the Houston Garden Center in Hermann Ras00 Hermann Drive,
next to the rose garden.
Apr. 4 Monthly meeting of the HBS, Herman Parl307:
ugly tree swap/ open workshop

Apr. 14-15 Spring show in conjunction with the Japastival.
Hermann Park Japanese Garden.

Apr. 20-22 28| SBF State Bonsai Convention, Dallas. Holidd
Inn Select, 3300 W. Mockingbird.
Apr. 21 Saturday Study Group, CANCELLED

Apr. 27-28 TTSBE fund raiser in San Antonio. Sbewe, p. 21.

May 2 Monthly meeting of HBS, cascade Natal plum
May 19 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland Park.
June 6 Monthly meeting of HBS, cascade Natal plum
June 16 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Cabrera Ramnsery

June 21-24 American Bonsai Society (ABS) with \fiigiBonsai
Society. 2007 Learning Seminars. Virginia Beat
the Cavalier Resort Hotel. For information
www.absbonsai.orgr emailABS@pfmbonsai.com

June 23 SSOT. Follow-up workshop: “Developindnibk
Quality Shohin Bonsai.” 10:30, Persimmon Hill,
Austin, Terry or Sheila Ward, 512-280-5575 or
texshohin@sbcglobal.net
July 4 NO MONTHLY MEETING.
July 21 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland Park
Aug. 1 Monthly meeting of HBS, Ficus Fair
Aug. 18 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland Park
Sept. 5 Monthly meeting of HBS, Annual Auction
Sept. 15  Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., BaylanK.Par
Sept. 15  SSOT, business meeting and “Pot Making<fiop
for Accent Plants and Kusamono,” Sheila Ward angd
Bob Swindle.
Oct. 3 Monthly meeting of HBS, shohin bonsai, Yaifard

Oct. 13-14 Fall bonsai show, Houston Garden Center,
Hermann Park

Oct. 20 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland Park
Nov. 7 Monthly meeting of HBS, Open workshop

Nov. 17 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Cabrera Rdunsery
Dec. 15 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland.Park
2008

June 19-22 Convention hosted jointly by San AntpAiastin and
the American Bonsai Society at the Tropicana Hotethe river
walk

2009
State LSBF bonsai convention in Houston.

The Bonsai News of Houstana monthly publication of the
Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. Copyright © 2007. Thatents of
this publication may not be reproduced in whol@ngpart without
the consent of the editor or a member of the bo&directors.
Exceptions exist, however, for other not-for-prafitd non-profit
bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and bonssery
newsletters. HBS participates fully with reciprboa of contents
and materials between other LSBF member organimtad
others. Authors who submit articles for this neitslr thereby giv
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reserve all rights.

For special requests or questions relatdth®oBonsai News o
Houston contact the Editor, Dolores Plaisted, Phone 283~
5010, Fax 281-338-1010, e-mB&bnsaiNews@evl.net the
Houston Bonsai Society, Inc., P. O. Box 540727, Hsion, Texas
77254-0727www.HoustonBonsai.com

The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00.pte
Wednesday 2 weeks before the monthly meetifige Bonsai New
of Houstonis available by e-mail. To receive a copy by ékma
instead of regular mail, contact the editor at adgrabove.

Space for advertising ifihe Bonsai News of Houstoan be
requested by contacting the editor. Advertisingsdor a
business-card-sized ad (approx. 3 1/2" x 2") arpemonth, $30
for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues). Adatie ad is $25
per month. Rates are subject to change withouitenoB%2" x 2"
classified ads are run free of charge for one monte per 12-

month period, for noncommercial members.
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HOUSTON BONSAI SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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