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Monthly Meeting

The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society$HB
will be held Wednesday, November 7, at 7:30 p.nthet
Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, locate&@® 1
Hermann Drive. Refreshments will be served ati. p.

Nomination of Officers, Delegates.At the November
meeting of the HBS, the board will accept nominafior
the positions of first vice president, secretamng tembers
at large and the delegate and alternate delegéte fcone
Star Bonsai Federation (LSBF).

Qualifications and duties are set out in full @yes 61
—63, below. The board of HBS is made up of tHeefs of
the club; the new officers will automatically be e board.

The board will present a slate of nominees chbgen
the nominating committee. Nominations will also be
accepted from the floor. The HBS bylaws provioat t
nominations from the floor can ONLY be made at the
November meeting—no nominations in December.

Elections will be held in December, and the new
officers will assume their duties in January.

Open Workshop. Following the nominations, we will
have an open workshop. Come and enjoy workingesst
together. This is a good chance to get advice.

Pattern for Yvonne’s Soil Scoop
| will have copies for you of the pattern for Yvan
Padilla’s “double holed soil scoop” at the November
meeting. The scoop has a small hole at the bottbith
allows you to put soil in the tight spaces in &sbor other
group planting. | apologize for taking so longget this.

Saturday Study Group
Our study group will meet Saturday, November 18 a
a.m. at Cabrera Farm Nursery 3914 Cabrera DrivgaiSu
Land 77479. See map and directions on page &@ybe
Everyone is welcome-- beginners and seasoned weteth

you've never been to Cabrera nursery, treat yolr3die
setting is beautiful and relaxing.

HBS Membership List; Pro-Rated Dues

The HBS membership list will be available for memshe
to pick up at the November meeting. If you wamt th
membership list mailed to you, please contact me.

Remember, the list is for members' personal use onl

I would also like to take this opportunity tiafy the
issue of pro-rated membership dues. Annual renefval
membership dues is to be paid in January. There is
prorated schedule for renewal of membership, régssf
the payment date. We encourage everyone to pigninary
so they receive the full benefit of all twelve néatters.
New members who join from January 1 to June 30!l
asked to submit a membership application and pag dfi
$30 for a family and $25 for an individual.

New members who join from July 1 to December 31
will be asked to pay a prorated dues amount off§d5
family and $12.50 for individual. If you have becem new
member after June 30 and paid the full annual atafun
dues, you are entitled to a partial refund. Pleasgact me
or see me at the November meeting.

Thank you for your understanding.

Fall Show
Thanks to all who participated in the HBS fall shon
October 13 and 14. It was a big succédée had a great
turnout and excellent trees. --Anthony Cutola

And thanks to Anthony for the time and work heingot
making the show a success. Thanks al€&ldon Branham
who took the photographs on the next two pagegpéxbe
bougainvillea on page 59, which | took. | seleqibdtos by
lot. —ed.




From the HBS Fall Show, 2007




More from the HBS Fall Show, 2007
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Monthly Bonsai Care
by John Miller

John Miller, who writes a monthly column for therBai Society of
Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has adreeshare his column
with us. We need to make adjustments for our wamaenper climate,
with its early springs, long summers, late fallglamratic winters.

There is an article in BCI [Bonsai Clubs Internatl]
magazine (Vol. 46 No 4 Oct-Nov-Dec 2007) that stcag
required reading for all. It is by Robert StevarRieaders
Forum regarding using the textbook rules for ban3diese
rules are important for the beginner to learn whakes for
a good bonsai. However, as Mr. Steven pointshmretare
many times when breaking the rules will create aimu
better bonsai. You need to know about nature hadvhy
of things to do this. For example, crossing brasasually
creates confusion in one’s eye, but, in the caseaziting a
windswept, it may be necessary to result in a babé
design. Another example: on a multiple trunk stihe
height of each trunk is proportional to its diamete
However, it may not be possible to reduce the snailink
height due to lack of branches or to remove it beeahat
would give you an ugly “U-shaped” base. You maybk
to leave the smaller trunk’s height but you compeanby
keeping the foliage more sparse (because trunkrsizature
is dependent on the amount of foliage above it).

Fall and winter is the proper time to do wirintyling,
and plucking work on pines. Repotting is saved gnbwth
starts in the spring and candle pruning in summer.

Have your winter quarters clean and ready soythat
can put your trees there quickly in the event adeeais
forecast. But don’t put them there too soon ag #re
easier to care for where they are.

After moving the bonsai, it would be a good idea t
spray the benches with lime-sulfur to kill inseggs and
mold spores. If you are putting the trees undentlfor the
winter, move the trees away and spray them. Itivba
good to have enough cold to stop the insect agtoitthe
trees so you will not re-infest the area when theg go
back to await to cold weather.

Most important in winter is to keep the soil maist at
a proper level. This sometimes is hard to do beede
trees do not use as much water as when they anéngyo
However the cold winds will dry out the tops quigkll
believe that most winter damage in Texas is duado of
water rather than to low temperatures. Mulch hizkep the
roots warm and retards evaporation but it makes for
difficulty in seeing if the soil is damp enough.obt soils
with enough organic material to keep the tree hapjlye
summer will be too wet if watered daily in the véintand
wet cold means root rot. Try to position them sa gan
check the soil. If you are not watching the seitheir pots,
you may get root-rot fungus or the tree dries dtither
way--you have a finished (for you beginners, tleaits

“dead”) bonsai. It is easier to care for treegoifi have them
under roof. Then you know you need to tend to riage

The above-average temperatures this fall may have
stressed your trees. If you have a tree that akwad
unhealthy, you should not attempt to style it iy ammy.

Just get it happy by adjusting its soil, feedinyd getting rid
of any parasites. Styling just adds to its stegsbproblems.

When trees go dormant which indicates a reducped sa
flow, they may be pruned--that is, have major limbs
removed. Trimming may also be done while the leare
off the trees and you can see what you are ddigrgreen
types will probably still be active. Pruning thatmuld be
held until later.

The general wisdom is that dormant trees need no
fertilizer. However, as long as the soil is natzien there
will be some root activity. | do not add any fhzgr to
dormant trees, but | will leave the organic fezsli cakes on
until spring in case they happen to get some gatb@
them. The organics will not break down much irdcol
weather anyway. Evergreen types (e.g., pinespfugj
yaupons and live oaks) however continue some &ctivid
therefore can use a small amount of low nitrogetilifer.

A horticultural oil spray should be applied durithg
winter to control scale. It will also get any owémtering
insects or eggs that may be trying to get throbghainter
on your plant. This purpose is what lime-sulphas\irst
used for, and some Japanese still use it, butitliee safer on
bonsai and may be used on evergreens where the lime
sulphur should not be used. Again, do not uséasked
spray on buttonwoods.

By this time any tropical you have should be under
cover. Most do not like the temperature below BQrdes.
All tropicals should be checked and treated for iaggct
problems since any insects will multiply fast whbay get
into warmer quarters. Spider mites and scale ean b
especially damaging if the plant is moved in thedeowhere
the humidity is low.

The semi-tropical plants--such as crape myrtle,
pomegranate and pyracantha--need to go dormatayo s
healthy over a long time, but they cannot take muaitl on
the roots. They will be killed by temperatures sevhere
between 25 and 30 degrees. These | set down arabhead
and mulch for light freezes and then bring intaatgcted
area for the colder winter. Sometimes | will le¢mn go
dormant for a month and then take into the greesddm
start early and | can enjoy their new foliage inukry.

Take advantage of low prices when nurseries are
clearing out space for Christmas tree sales. Yau c
sometimes find some bargains there especiallyuf yo
remember that trees with broken/dead tops can miake
bonsai starter material. Look on the discard ipilhe back.

#
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Calendar of Events

The HBS meets the first Wednesday of every moftB@p.m. in
the Houston Garden Center in Hermann PRas00 Hermann Drive,
next to the rose garden.

Nov. 7 Monthly meeting of HBS, Nomination of offics-
directors, Open workshop

Nov. 17 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Cabrera Rdunsery

Dec. 5 Monthly meeting of HBS, election of offiser
directors, holiday party—potluck supper, gift
exchange.

Dec. 15 Saturday Study Group, 9 a.m., Bayland.Park

2008

June 19-22 Convention hosted jointly by San AntpAigstin and
the American Bonsai Society at the Tropicana Hotel
the river walk

2009
State LSBF bonsai convention in Houston.

July 7-13 &' World Bonsai Convention, San Juan, Puerto Ri¢o,

Condado Plaza Hotel & Casino
www.worldbonsaiconvention2009.com

Duties of HBS Officers

First Vice President
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
First Vice President shall assume all of the dutfethe
President if the President is unable to presides dfficer
shall be responsible for any committees appoinyetthé
President, will schedule the programs for the mignth
meetings and oversee the functions of the library.
TERM OF OFFICE
Two years. No officer may serve more than two eocntve
terms in the same office.
BONSAI EXPERIENCE
Must have a minimum of three years experience hdthsai,
and at least one year as an active member of HB® or
organized Bonsai club.

JOB QUALIFICATION

1. Must be willing and able to speak in front of amli@mce.

2. Must be organized and reliable.

3. Needs to be creative in planning programs thathvelbf
interest to the broad spectrum of club memberseapce.
Needs to be able to solicit suggestions from membEHBS
and other clubs in the United States.

4. Must be willing and able to devote the time to pineparation
of meeting programs or organizing and follow uptifers in
the preparation of meeting programs.

5. Must be able to attend almost all meetings.

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Assume all the duties of the President if the Blediis
unable to preside.

2. Plan, schedule, organize, and present the montbéting
program.

3. Oversee the function of the library and VCR library

4. Oversee the Sales Committee.

5. Such other assignments as requested by the Presiden
Executive Board.

Secretary

CONSITITUTIONAL AUTHORITY

The Secretary shall record the minutes of the sdsie
meetings, maintain on file all records of the Stgiseport
the minutes of the meetings in writing at the raguhonthly
meetings and shall be responsible for publishing a
Newsletter.

TERM OF OFFICE
Two years. No officer may serve more than two eontve
terms in the same office.

BONSAI EXPERIENCE
At least one year active experience with HBS.

QUALIFCATIONS

1. Must be able to take notes of meetings.

2. Shorthand is helpful but not required. Must haseeas to a
computer, word processor or typewriter. Helpfuhtwve
access to a photocopy machine but not required.

3. Needs to have reasonable proficiency at spellimyEmglish.

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI
STUDIO & NURSERY

Terry & Sheila Ward Austin, Texas
512-280-5575 phbonsai@sbcglobal.net - By Appointment
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Secretary (con'd)

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Keep the minutes of the monthly meetings and Exesut
Board meetings when called. Type the minutes by th
following meeting and keep a copy in the permamecdrds
of HBS.

2. Give a summary report of all meetings of the mesiierand
Executive Board, occurring since the last Newslatizs
published to the Newsletter Editor to be publishrethe next
issue of the newsletter.

3. Make sure that all members of HBS fill out a mershgy
application when they pay their dues for the curyear in
order to keep the membership roster current dinadis.

4. Keep a current roster showing the name, addresplaomnke
number of all paid members of HBS. Make availdbléhe
membership a telephone list upon request. Make that
those members who do not wish their address pddisth the
general membership are excluded from the Telephizte
Provide the Executive Board a complete list withrent
membership changes as necessary. Check the fiarster
duplication of names.

5. Oversee the publication of the Newsletter. Proofpelling,

English, and accuracy before the Newsletter isadail

Oversee the function of the telephone committee.

Make reservations for the monthly meeting location.

Send all new members a letter of welcome, a li$iBS

Officers and the Officers' telephone numbers,tofi$iBS

Committees (only committees anyone can voluntegy floe

HBS Committee Chairman and the Chairman telephone

numbers. Encourage each new member to volunteletala

an active part.

9. Send a letter to all guests asking them to join HBSheet
about HBS with an application for membership.

© N

Member-at-Large

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY

It shall be the duty of the two Members-at-Largattend

meeting and bring forth any pertinent informatioonf the

members. They are charged with the responsilaifity

greeting guests and new members at each of thetgsci

functions.

TERM OF OFFICE

One year. No member-at-large may serve two cotisecu

terms.

BONSAI EXPERIENCE

At least one year active experience with HBS.

JOB QUALIFICATIONS

1. Attend monthly meetings.

2. Attend Executive Board Meetings.

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Meet members and guests at the door and welcometthe
the meeting.

2. Receive ideas concerning the meetings or activitie$BS
and present them at the Executive Board meetings.

LSBF Voting delegate

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
None
TERM OF OFFICE

Two years with no limitation on the number of tineeperson

can serve.

BONSAI EXPERIENCE

At least two years active experience with HBS.

JOB QUALIFCATIONS

1. Willing to travel to the location of the LSBF mesgithree
times a year, and the delegate must make the rgsedirieast
twice a year.

2. Willing to attend Executive Board meetings.

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Attend all LSBF meetings to let the attendees kmdat is
happening at HBS and represent the wishes of HESExe
Board and membership.

2. Attend all Executive Board meetings to remain ineal and
informed on all the activities of HBS and keep HE&S
Executive Board informed on the activities and éssaf
LSBF.

3. Provide a written report of LSBF activities anduiss to the
membership of HBS.

LSBF Delegate Alternate

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
None
TERM OF OFFICE
Two years with no limitation on the number of teragerson can
serve.
BONSAI EXPERIENCE
At least two years active experience with HBS.
Con’d next page.

Directions to Cabrera Farm Nursery

From Houston take Hwy. 59 south towards Sugar Land

Exit at Hwy. 6 and go under the freeway. Go sdvweikes
to Lake Olympia Parkway and turn right. The streshe
changes to Oilfield Road. Proceed approximatedyniles.
Oilfield Road will make a sharp turn to the left9@ degree
turn). Continue on Qilfield Road another 1.6 mil&Vhen
Oilfield Road makes a sharp turn to the right, cord
straight. You will then be on Cabrera Drive. Buoll
Cabrera into the nursery.

N
U.S.5
Hwy. 6 @) Hwy. 288
|
N
Lake I~~~
Prkwy.
ilfield Road

3914 Cabrera Dr.

For another map, seewvw.orchidsandbonsai.coor call
281-313-2000.




63 The Bonsai News of Houston

November 200

LSBF Delegate Alternate (con’d)

JOB QUALLIFICATIONS

1. Willing to travel to the location of the LSBP mewgi

2. Helpful but not required if Alternate would attealiithe
LSBF meetings in order to remain up to date orctireent
issues before LSBF.

JOB DESCRIPTION

1. Attend all LSBF meetings and stand in for the LSBFing
Delegate if the Voting Delegate is unable to attend

2. Attend all Executive Board meetings to remain ineal and
keep informed as to the activities of HBS and tegkthe HBS
Executive Board informed on the activities and éssaf
LSBF if the LSBF Voting Delegate is unable to atten

Report LSBF duties and issues to the membershi{B& if the

Voting Delegate is unable to attend.

#
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The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00.ptre
Wednesday 2 weeks before the monthly meetifige Bonsai New
of Houstonis available by e-mail. To receive a copy by ékma
instead of regular mail, contact the editor at adgrmbove.

Space for advertising ifihe Bonsai News of Houstoan be
requested by contacting the editor. Advertisinggdor a
business-card-sized ad (approx. 3 1/2" x 2") arpemonth, $30
for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues). Agalie ad is $25
per month. Rates are subject to change withoitenoB8%2" x 2"
classified ads are run free of charge for one montie per 12-
month period, for noncommercial members.
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