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August Meeting, Selecting Containers

The next meeting of the Houston Bonsai Society (HBS)
will be held Wednesday, August 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park, located at 1500
Hermann Drive. Refreshments will be served at 7 p.m. Be
sure to come early so you can visit with other members.

We will have a three-part program on bonsai containers:

e Phil will cover the fundamentals of pot selection.

e Deborah will be talking to us about bonsai pottery

from different nations.

e Finally, are you having trouble picking a pot for
that special tree? Bring it in and let the other club
members help.

There will also be an assortment of pots on display.

Two articles will be distributed, one from Bonsai Today and
the other a 10-page paper prepared by Donna Banting.
--Pete

Saturday Study Group
Our study group will meet Saturday August 21, 9:00
a.m. at Bayland Center in Bayland Park, 6400 Bissonnet
(Bissonnet at Hillcroft--south of 1-59 and east of Fondren).
Everyone is welcome. --Donald, Buddy

PERSIMMON HILL BONSAI
STUDIO and NURSERY

Akadama / Kanuma / Pumice

Bonsai Material, Tools, Soil, Wire,
Supplies, Pots, Bonsai Services,
Instruction, Club Programs & Seminars

Terry & Sheila
512-280-5575 Austin, Texas 78739
E-Mail: phbonsai@aol.com
By appointment, please.

Logo Contest
The Fort Worth Bonsai Society (FWBS) is holding a

logo contest to select the logo for the 2005 state
convention in Fort Worth. The deadline for entering is
August 15, 2004. An entry form is included, p. 41,
below. Judging will be in two rounds:

Round 1

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

All entries will be published and given to each
FWBS member.

The current FWBS logo will be included in this
round in case the membership feels the current logo
should still be used to represent our club.

Artists names will not be included in either round.
Art work will be judged wholly on image.
Members will have two weeks to choose their three
favorite entries.

The votes will be counted and the five entries with
the most votes will move on to Round 2.

Round 2

1

2.

3

4

. The top five entries will be published and given to
each FWBS member.
Members will have two weeks to choose the one
entry that they would like to see as the new logo.
. The votes will be counted and the entry with the
most votes will become the new FWBS logo.
. The new logo will be formally introduced and the
contest winner honored at the 2005 convention.

Submission Suggestions

You do not have to be an artist to enter.
Competed logos and rough sketched ideas are all
welcome. If your entry makes it to the second
round, you will be allowed two weeks to fine tune
your entry before the submission for the next round.

Keep it simple. The new logo will be used for
everything from logo pins, the newsletter to large
posters. If the image is too detailed, it will lose

Continued p. 41, below.
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Monthly Bonsai Care
by John Miller
John Miller, who writes a monthly column for the Bonsai Society
of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai Society, has agreed to share his
column with us. We need to make adjustments for our warmer, damper
climate, with its early springs, long summers, late falls and erratic winters.
Reprinted from the August 2003 issue of The Bonsai News of Houston.

On to the more mundane tasks needed to be done during
the hottest part of the year. For all except the tropicals this
is the most stressful time. Most native species can take the
full sun on the foliage but cannot take heating of the roots.

Not only does the heat get to our plants but the low
humidity causes the plants stress by evaporating the water
from the leaves faster than the plant can move it upward.
Any wind that is present multiplies the problem. [Low
humidity has definitely NOT been a problem this year in the
Houston area, at least not for those of us south of town.--
HBS ed.] The sun shining on the pots will raise the soil
temperature, causing the soil to dry out and damaging the
plant roots. Therefore you may need to water more than
once a day. If so, my preference is to water heavily in the
evening, letting the plant recover during the cool night and
then to water lightly in the morning, spraying the foliage
also. Partial shade, 50% shade cloth or afternoon shade will
be great. Mulch on the soil will help but does not keep the
sides of the pot from getting hot. Even the morning sun can
be too much on the pot in August. A cloth cover will work
as will setting the pot in a good fitting box.

At the B-B-Q at the Smith’s I observed that Howard and
Sylvia use a white cloth around the pot together with an
automated mist system. The cloth provides both shade and
evaporative cooling after being wet by the mist system. As
Bill Cody’s detailed articles in the Austin newsletter show,
there is no perfect solution outside of a climate controlled
greenhouse (one for each species of bonsai) but every little
aid helps our trees get through the summer.

Remember to water twice. Wait a few minutes after the
first watering for the dry soil particles to absorb some of the
water on their surface. Then the second watering gets the
particle fully wet.

The stress caused by the temperature will give any
insects a chance to wreak havoc. Watch for the spider mites
and scale especially this month. The morning spray will
help knock some off. The Garret juice foliar spray will keep
them down also. Gary Marchal uses the new horticultural
oil sprays year around. (The old oil sprays were heavy and
burned foliage so be sure to get the new type). Chemical
sprays are available but most chemical reactions are
accelerated by heat and may damage plants. Read the
labels!

Any rainy spell can bring fungal problems, powdery
mildew being one of them. That is why | use the foliar spray
in the morning, so that the leaves will dry quickly. If you
have a fungal problem, use potassium bicarbonate available

at most nurseries. One brand is named Remedy but that
is also the name of a potent herbicide; check all labels.

Be careful about applying fertilizer in hot weather.
Even organic fertilizers create some chemical reactions
and the above remarks apply here, too. By the end of the
month the nitrogen applied to the tree should be reduced.
A little may be put on into September but the tree needs
to be allowed to stop growth to get ready for dormancy.
Evergreen trees benefit from a low nitrogen fertilizer
through the winter.

Look in nurseries for material for bonsai. Some
nurseries reduce their stock and order new material for
the fall season. For our purposes many plants with beat
up tops work great and are sold at a reduced price. When
appraising a potential purchase, roll your hand into a
loose fist and look through it at the lower part of the
plant. Ignore the top, observe the base trunk and lower
branching. Ask yourself, Can | make a bonsai out of
what | see? If the answer is not yes, look some more.

This works in the field when on a dig, also.
* * %
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Tree belonging to Bill from Dallas. Shane Carey styled
it and won the Chase and Solita Rosade Award for his
work. The tree was exhibited at the Bonsai Clubs
International convention in St. Louis.

Photograph by Ron Smith.



39 The Bonsai News of Houston

August 2004

“wZMeNZSH

W

ONSAI STUDID

Buxus microphylla ‘Compacta’
aka Kingsville Boxwood

The following is an excerpt from an article which appeared
in the June 2004 issue of the Corpus Christi Bonsai Club
newsletter. It is from a letter which Lynn R. Batdorf wrote to
Anita Hawkins and is reprinted with Mr. Batdorf’s permission.
Mr. Batdorf is with the International Cultivar Registration
Authority for Buxus, U. S. National Arboretum. For more
information about boxwoods, see the web site at
http://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/5.htm and the links there.--ed.

Yes, probably the entire bonsai community incorrectly
uses the name Buxus microphylla /Kingsville/ and
/Kingsville Dwarf/ when referring to ‘Compacta’. I’'m
very glad to set the record straight for you.

Buxus microphylla ‘Compacta’ was registered by Dr.
Donald Wyman in his 1963 article “Boxwood Prized
Where Ever Hardy Form is Found” which appeared in the
117(7):50 issue of American Nurseryman.

Henry Hohman had showed the plant to Wyman who
went on to register it. It originated as a seedling selected
by William Appleby of Baltimore in 1912. When Appleby
died in the 1920s, Hohman bought the boxwood seedlings
and began propagating them. ‘Compacta’ was released to
the trade in 1937. At the suggestion of Dr. Wyman then of
the Arnold Arboretum in Massachusetts, Hohman
originally named the plant Buxus microphylla var.
compacta. Growing very slowly with small leaves and
treelike branching has made ‘Compacta’ a perfect and

THE ANCIENT BONSAI CO.
7315 FM 646 ROAD SOUTH
SANTA FE,TEXAS 77510
OWNER

RON SMITH

281-798-0004
409-925-4680

BONSAI SPOKEN HERE!
By appointment.

popular choice for bonsai. The first Compacta’ used for
bonsai originated from the Kingsville Nursery in Kings-
ville, Maryland, thus using the source as a name, bonsai
enthusiasts call it /Kingsville/ or /Kingsville Dwarf/.

The name selected by Hohman (B. microphylla var.
compacta) is a synonym for B. microphylla ‘Compacta’.
/Kingsville/ and /Kingsville Dwarf/ are also a synonym for
B. microphylla ‘Compacta’.

I would be grateful if you could pass this registration
information on to the larger bonsai community. 1 find it
quite unfortunate to see such a beautiful bonsai specimen
as ‘Compacta’ repeatedly and incorrectly named as either
/Kingsville/ or /Kingsville Dwarf/.

As a point of interest, your nurseryman in Kingsville
is correct. Also, as you correctly noted, ‘Compacta’ does
throw sports of its own, having given rise to several other
registered boxwood cultivars that are stable: ‘Curly
Locks’, ‘Grace Hendrick Phillips’, “Helen Whiting’,
‘Henry Hohman’, and Sunlight’.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Lynn R. Batdorf

International Cultivar Registration Authority for Buxus
U. S. National Arboretum
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Winners Announced in BCI Newsletter

Contest

The winners in the Bonsai Clubs International
newsletter contest were the New Zealand Bonsai
Association and the Tokonomo Bonsai Society (Australia).
The judges were Les Dowdell, BCI Director from Alberta,
Canada; Ron Yasenchak, BCI Director from Oregon,
USA,; and Rhoda and Irv Kleinman, longtime editors for
the Yami Ki Bonsai Society, New York, USA.

Unfortunately The Bonsai News of Houston did not
place this year. There’s always tomorrow.

Correction
The article, “Survey Results,” in the July issue of The
Bonsai News of Houston contained errors in the third
graph. Topics were omitted. | regret the errors. The
chart is reproduced correctly below.

Calendar of Events

Aug. 4 Monthly meeting of HBS, 7:30 p.m.
Hermann Park. Choosing Bonsai Pots

Aug. 21 Study Group, Bayland Community Center

Sept. 18 Shohin Society Of Texas (SSOT). Business and
panel critique.

Sept 18 Study Group, Bayland Community Center
Oct. 9-10 HBS Fall Bonsai Show
Nov. 13 Study Group, Cabrera Farms

May 13-15, 2005 State Convention, Fort Worth

Responses about topics for monthly meetings are summarized in the next chart.

Shari [ 1

Outside speakers _:I 1
Soils | 2
Tools | 2
Fertilization | 2

Bonsai styles

Displaying bonsai

Suiseki

Pot Selection

| 5

Repotting

| 5

Sprinklers

Grafting

10

Propagation

Wiring

10

] 15

Styling/care of different plants
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Fort Worth Logo Contest (continued)

detail as it is reduced in size. Ifitis too maples are beautiful, they are not readily identified with
complicated, it may be too difficult to recognize at a our area.
distance. Any style is fine, from chokkan to kengai.

Try to represent a tree that is found in North Texas or Calligraphy representations are acceptable.

survives easily here. For example, although Japanese

Entry Form

A) Please attach your entry to this form or include it in an envelope with this form.

B) One entry per form please. Feel free to photocopy this form if necessary.

C) Entries must be received by midnight August 15, 2004.

D) All entries become the property of the Fort Worth Bonsai Society (FWBS).

E) Entries will not be returned to contestants after the contest, unless the entrant provides a SASE.

F) Submission of your artwork authorizes the FWBS to the exclusive rights to your entry until the end of judging and a winner is
chosen.

G) For all entries we request that you do not place any identifying marks on your entry as we want to keep the voting unbiased. If
your entry wins, we will give you the opportunity to sign it at that time.

H) When the contest ends, the rights to all entries (except the winner) return to the respective owner.

1) If your entry is chosen to represent the FWBS, then you hereby grant complete, full and exclusive rights of said artwork to the
FWBS indefinitely.

J)  No fees will be paid for the winning artwork other than the Grand Prize.

K) The winner may claim his prize in person at the convention, or a check will be mailed upon request.

L) Mail entries to Scott /FWBS, Fort Worth, Texas 76112 or give to Gail, Bob or Scott in person.

I hereby agree to all terms listed above

Signature
If my entry makes it to the second round, please contact me so | can arrange to “fine tune” my entry for the next
round.
Name
Address
Phone
Email

Thank you and good luck.

The Bonsai News of Houston is a monthly publication of the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc. Copyright © 2004. The contents of this
publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the consent of the editor or a member of the board of directors. Exceptions
exist, however, for other not-for-profit and non-profit bonsai organizations or associated bonsai and bonsai nursery newsletters. HBS
participates fully with reciprocation of contents and materials between other LSBF member organizations and others. Authors who submit
articles for this newsletter thereby give permission to such organization to reprint.

For special requests or questions related to The Bonsai News of Houston, contact the Editor or the Houston Bonsai Society, Inc., P. O.
Box 540727, Houston, Texas 77254-0727, www.HoustonBonsai.com.

The deadline for submission of articles is 8:00 p.m. the Wednesday 2 weeks before the monthly meeting. The Bonsai News of Houston
is available by e-mail. To receive a copy by e-mail instead of regular mail, contact the editor at the address above.

Space for advertising in The Bonsai News of Houston can be requested by contacting the editor. Advertising rates for a business-card-
sized ad (approx. 3 1/2" x 2") are $6 per month, $30 for 6 months and $50 per year (12 issues). A full-page ad is $25 per month. Rates are
subject to change without notice. 3%" x 2" classified ads are run free of charge for one month once per 12-month period, for noncommercial
members.




